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_ ciow Monnevy- of the Practical one, | 
openly wilified or ſigbted, it cannot be 


thought an _— Attempt, however 


unſucceſs 


TW & 4MES 


N an Age, herein every Thing 
which relates to Religion, is, 


| either by the Sophiſtry of the 


| prove, to endeavour to 
aſſert the pit which ought to be ob. 


ſerved between * Sacred and Prophane. 
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Youk Lowes e that 
it was à Private Occaſion, which firſt en- 
d me in the Defence of this Particular 
Si elt But ſince this ſhort Treatiſe has 
: bad the Happineſs to be not only read, but 


approved by YouR LORDSHIP, ſo 


far as that I have received your Commands 
to communicate it to the World, I have the 
more Reaſon to hope, from Tour Fudgment 


of it, that it may be Uſeful to Thoſe, who 


have fo ſhamefully miſtaken, and even for- 
gotten this Part of their Chriſlian Duty : 
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SA B BATH, &c. 


7 HIS es a $abjed of too 6 red 


a Nature to be treated lightly or 
I wantonly, and of too great Im- 


to conſider, 


L The Original [oftiturion of the Sabbath : 
. | IL What the End and Deſign of its lofticurion 


was: ES. 


UI. What is to be underſtood by the Hallow- 


ing or OY of it; and by the m—_— 
it Holy: 


| W. What Acne were pt upon this 
day, under the Jewiſh Polity, and the Pe- 


nalty annex d to the Breach of it: 


portance to every Chriſtian to be 
examined lightly or ſuperficially ; 
The Method I opus: to follow 1 in it, ſhall be 
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2 The Inſtitution and 
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V. Whether any, or what kind of Relaxation 
has been given to it under the Goſpel Co- 
venant: | 2 

VI. To examine the true Meaning of thoſe 

Places in the New Teſtament, which ſeem to 

favour the Notion, that the Sabbath is ſo 

totally aboliſhed, that no Diſtinction of one 

Day above another is now to be obſerved by 

Chriſtians, and to ſhew by what Authority 
we obſerve the Lord's Day in the room of 


VII. What Actions are lawfiil or unlawful to 
be done upon it. R 


1. Thhall firſt conſider the Original Inflitutio 


of the Sabbath. 


When God had finiſhed the Works of the Cre- 


ation, and upon a ſtrict Survey of them found 
them All to be very good, that is, every way an- 
ſwerable to the Deſign he had in creating them, 
and fit to do whateyer he propoſed they ſhould 
in their ſeveral Capacities and reſpective Stations; 
the Scripture informs us, that on the Seventh 
Day God ended his Work, which he had made: And 
God bleſſed the Seventh Day, and ſandify'd it; be- 
cauſe, that in it, He had reſted from all his Work, 
which God created and made. Here then we meet 
_ with the Original Inſtitution of the Sabbath: So 
that this Command takes not its Riſe from 
Mount Sinai, but from Paradiſe ; was not ena&- 
ed for the Sake of the Iſraelites only, but for 


Obſervation of the Sabbath, 3 
Man in his State of Innocence, and for his Po- 
ſterity, had they continued ſo. But there are 
Many, who think theſe Words were inſerted here 
by Moſes, wholly by way of Anticipation ; and 
that the Sabbath was not inſtituted, or diſtin&ly 


ſet apart for the Service of God, till the written 


Law was promulged ; but I could wiſh they had 
| favour'd us with ſome good or tolerable Reaſons 


ſor ſo poſitive an Opinion, or elſe I muſt, upon 
many Accounts, believe their Aſſertion to be 


naked or ill- grounded, if not falſe, 


For, firſt, what can induce me to think, that 


the Creator would not take Care to preſerve the 
ft in the 
| Minds of Mankind, whom he had formed with 
ſuch peculiar Faculties to celebrate the Glories 
of it? And what Means could be more likely 
for this End, than to appoint a Set Day for that 
Purpoſe, and to make it the ſole Buſineſs of that 
Day? And what Day could be more ap for 
t from 


Memory of the Creation always 


it, than that on which He himſelf did ref 
all his Works, and which He did then, by ſo do- 
ing; ſunctify and bleſs? 


The Heavens, ſays the Pſalmiſt, declare the Glory 


of God, and the Firmament ſbeweth his handy Work : 
But Man was more immediately created for that 


End, as God expreſly tells us by the Prophet, 
* I have created him for my Glory ; and could it then 


be proper that Man ſhould be 779 in the dark as 
to this Matter, wholly ignorant o 


— 


* Iſl. liil. 7. 
n 


— 


the Time when, 
or the Manner how he ſhould do it moſt accept- 
ably to God? His natural Reaſon would ſoon 


have 
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as he owed his firſt Exiſtence to him, fo was he 


* 


have led him to this Branch of Religion; and 
then, as all the ſolemn Duties of God's Publick 
Worſnip muſt neceſſarily require the Circum- 
ſtances of Time and Place ſuitable to Actions of 
ſo high and ſacred a Nature, how uneaſy muſt 
he have been, ſo long as he was either unſatisfy d 


or uninſtructed in this weighty and material 
Point? Which will more plainly appear, if we 
reflect upon the Circumſtances of Man at his 
Creation, and conſider that no Duty could be 


more agreeable to his Original State of Inno- 


cenc j. 5 


Adam was brought into this World, not only 


with his Body in the Fulneſs of its Strength and 
Vigour, but his Mind and Reaſon alſo were in 
their Prime, and his very Birth endued him with 


more Vertue, Wiſdom, and Knowledge, than any 


of his Poſterity have ſince died Maſters of. What 
an unexpreſſible Delight and Complacency muſt 
he immediately take, in viewing the Wonders of 
the Creation, and the Variety of its Creatures? 
Can we conceive his Thoughts and Meditations 
to have been leſs full of Piety and Rapture, than 
the Pſalmiſt's were, when he reflects upon the 
| ſame Subject? Lord, how manifold are thy Works ! 
in Wiſdom haſt thou made them all. But how muſt 
this Delight and Complacericy be heightned and 

_ enlarged, by his knowing that all theſe were put in 
 Subjection under him, and made ſubſervient either 
to his Profit or his Pleaſure > He muſt alſo ſoon 

| perceive that it could be no Merit in him, nothing 
but the Power and good Pleaſure of his Creator, 


which had given him this Præeminence; and that 
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Obſervation of the Sabbath. 5 
{till at his Diſpoſal, under his Protection, and 
ſubſiſting wholly by his Clemency and Will: And 
then, Lord, what is Man that thou art mindful of 


him, or the Son of Man that thou ſo viſiteſt him ! 


muſt be an Expreſſion as natural and proper for 
him, as it was afterwards for f David. And as he 
found himſelf placed in ſuch happy Circumſtances, 
we muſt alſo ſuppoſe him naturally deſirous of 
finding out what was required of him, in order 
to make ſome grateful Acknowledgments for 
them; for nothing can be more uneaſy to, or ſet 


harder upon a Soul truly generous, (and ſuch we 
may be ſure Adam's originally was) than the ſor- 
did Sin of Ingratitude, and of which he could 
no more be guilty at that time, than the Inhabi- 


tants of Heaven, who have happily kept their 


firſt State, now are ; and yet what could he poſ- 
ſibly do more in return for all theſe Benefats, 
than to dedicate ſome conſiderable Portion of his 
Time to the Honour and Service of his God? But 
how could he know, how much would be agree- 


able and ſufficient for that Purpoſe? He might 


perhaps think that all would be too little; but 
he could not give it all, becauſe he had alſo much 


bodily Labour enjoined him, * to dreſs and keep the 


Garden, in which he was placed; and muſt he not, 
upon this Account, be farther perplexed to 
know how to proportion his Time between theſe 
two Duties ſo different in their own Nature? 
And then as God did indulge him with a ſtrict 
_ Familiarity and free Intercourſe with himſelf, we 
cannot ſuppoſe that God would ſuffer him to be 
long perplex'd with ſuck Difficulties as theſe, and 
| Not rather direct him to imitate his Example, and 
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6 TDhe Inſtitution and 
to purſue his Labours for Six Days, and then to 


ſpend that Day in which He Himſelf had reſted 


from the Works of the Creation, in grateful Ac- 
knowledgments for the Benefits which daily aroſe 
from them; and ſo by this Means to make him 
and his Poſterity for ever ſenſible, that tho' they 


were Lords of the Creation, yet that they were 
but His Creatures. Since therefore Man in his 
State of Innocency muſt naturally deſire ro pay 
this Duty; ſince he could never have found out, 


of himleif, when to do it properly and accept- 


| ably; and ſince the Honour of God himſelf was 
Jo nearly concern'd in it; Ican't but think God 

did vouchſafe him Information in this Point, by 
Sanctifying and Bleſſing the * Seventh Day (as 
Mſes hexe tells us he did) for that Purpoſe. 


Beſides, they who think God gave no ſpecial 
Direction abour this Day, till he gave the Writ- 
ten Law, ſhould conſider how Moe expreſſes the 
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ligbiſoot (Hor. Heb. Mat. xii. 8.) ſays, Duplici ſub 
lege Adamo primo incubuit cultus Sabbati, pro duplici ejus 
conditione. 1. Ante Lapſum ſub lege naturali in corde 
_ Ejus ſcripta, Cc. Atque non indignum eſt obſervatione, 
quod quamyis non advenerit Dies Septimus ante ejus 
Lapſum, memoretur tamen inftitutio Sabbati ante Hi- 
ſtoriam Lapsds. 2. Poſt Lapſum ſub lege poſitiva, &c. 
And then be proceeds to give ſeveral Paſſages out of the Jewiſh 
KRabbies to ſhew, that they believed the Sabbath to bave been ap- 
pointed to Adam, and ſays that the Targum aſcribes the xcii. 
Pſalm whilly to Adam; which Rabbinical Fancy Patrick alſo 
tales Notice of, in bis 8 upon that Pſalm. And Jole- 
phus quotes this Place in Geneſis, as the Reaſon of their obſerv- 
ing the Sabbath, Lib. 1. cap. 11. Kai 20% Kio joy £v £E Tails 
 mdT415 iuipars, Mode Y Taka Td iy dvIe ee, ye 
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Obſervation of the SabbatD; | 7 


Will of God in this reſpect, at the End of the 
Fourth Commandment: Hherefore, ſays he, the 


Lord Bleſſed the Seventh Day, and Hallowed it; 
ſpeaking of it, not as if God did at that time, 


and not till that time, bleſs and ſanctify it, but 


as a thing he had long before done; and at what 
time can we more properly ſuppoſe him to have 
done it, than immediately after the Creation, 


when there appears ſo much Reaſon and Neceſ- 


ſity for him to do it? Or why God ſhould require 
a Seventh Part of our Time for his Service, under 


the Moſaic Polity, and not as well require the 
ſame before it, is not very eaſy to determine. 

hut there are ſeveral other Reaſons which con- 
firm me in this Opinion, that theſe Words were 


not put in by Moſes by way of Anticipation, but 
that a Sabbath was really inſtituted by God in 
the very Infancy of the World; becauſe we read, 
that under the Patriarchal O Economy, their 
Time was divided not only into Days, and 
Months, and Years, but a Diſtinction of Weeks 


alſo was regularly kept up; which could not 
well have been done, if ſome one Day of the 


Seven had not had a particular Mark of Di- 
ſtinction ſet upon it, that ſo they might know 
when a Week was to begin or end; and what 
could be a more proper Mark for it, than the 
Reſt of the Sabbath? It is plain alſo, that the 
Hebrews did obſerve the Reſt of the Sabbath, be- 
fore it was enacted by the Written Law ; for Ms- 
ſes ſays, F To-morrow is the Reſt of the Holy Sabbath; 
which Manner of Expreſſion plainly ſhews, that 
he did not at that time give any new Command 
concerning it, having as yet received none himſelf, 
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| De Inſtitution and 


but that he ſpeaks of it as a thing, which they 
knew had been ſo from the Beginning, tho per- 
haps they were not permitted to obſerve it, with 


ſuch Piety and Devotion as it deſerves, during 


their Egyptian Bondage: But the chief Objection 


againſt this ancient Date of the Sabbath, is, that 
Moſes has left no Account of the Manner or par- 
_ ticular Rites with which the Patriarchs celebrated 


it, as they think he would and ought to have 


done, if it had been true, that they did obſerre 
one: But this is eaſily anſwer'd, and I hope with 
Satisfaction to thoſe who underſtand the Nature 


of the Moſaic Hiſtory, and the Deſign of its Sa- 
cred Author ; which ſeems to have been chiefly 


this; 1, To aſſert God to be the Creator of all 
Things, and conſequently the only true God, in 
Oppoſition to that Multiplicity of Deities, which 
were every where worſhipped by the Heathens, 
and that He only had been the Object of Wor- 
mip to all pious Perſons from the Beginning. 

2dly, To teach Mankind the Knowledge of their 
own Original, and how they came by thoſe En- 


dowments and Capacities, ſo far ſuperior to the 
reft of the Creation, and conſequently, what 


infinite Obligations they lay under to God upon 
that Account. And 3dly, particularly to remind 
the Hebrews, what great things God had all along 
done for their Forefathers ; what ſpecial Promiſes 
he had made to them; how exactly ſeveral of 
them had already been fulfilled, and how ſecure 
they might be of the full Completion of the reſt of 
them; and conſequently, that theſe things ſnould 
bea great Motive and Exhortation to the Sincerity 
of their future Obedience, and a good Preſer- 
vative againſt their being corrupted by the Super- 
e 


ſtitious Vanities of thoſe Nations, among whom 


they ſo lately had lived, and were ſtill to 85 x 
. | — Wor 


Obſervation of the Sabbath. 5 


Nor could there be any Occafion for his being 
more nice and exact in what others had done be- 


fore in this particular Caſe, becauſe they were 
not to worſhip God after the ſame Manner that 
their Forefathers had done, but with particular 
Rites and Ceremonies of their own, in which it 
behoved him to be ſufficiently clear and expreſs. 
As therefore, I ſay, he propoſed to write no- 
thing but what ſhould be ſome way or other be- 
neficial or inſtructive to Mankind, and not to gra- 
tify any needleſs Curioſity; it was far from being 


either neceſlary or proper for him to record every 
minute Circumſtance of the Actions of the Pa- 


triarchs, which would have made his Work too 
long and tedious to have been either agreeable or 
inſtructive; and what f S. John ſays of our Sa- 
viour's Life, may not improperly be applied to 


this Caſe, that there were many other Things which 
Feſus did, the which, if they ſhould be written every 
one, I ſuppoſe that even the World itſelf would not 


contain the Books that ſhould be written; which, 


tho' it be an Hyperbolical or Figurative Form of 
Speech, is well explained by himſelf, when he 


ſays, * That many other Signs truly did Jeſus in the 


Preſence of his Diſciples, which are not written in this 


Book ; but theſe are written, that ye might believe that 


Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and that believing 

ye might have Life thro' his Name. But there may 
be another Reaſon offer d, why Moſes takes ſo lit- 
tle Notice of what they did in this Matter, be- 


cauſe it was not long before the Corruption of 


Man was grown ſo Univerſal, as well as ſo De- 
teftable and Abominable, || that it repented the 
Lord that he had made Man on the Earth, and that 
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10 The Inſtitution and . 
it grieved him at his Heart; which Corruption 
muſt proceed from a total Decay of all Piety and 


 Godlineſs, and conſequently from an Abuſe and "OY 
Neglect of this Sacred Day; ſo that the general 1 
Practice of Mankind could be neither agreeable 9 

in the Relation, nor any ways proper for our tl 
Imitation. But however, are there no Foot- 3 
ſteps of it to be traced in the Hiſtory of thoſe few be 
HOood Men, who lived then? I have hitherto ::M 
met with no ſufficient Reaſon, why we ſhould not A 
think, that it was upon this Day, that Cain and m 
Abel brought their Sacrifices before the Lord : 10 
The Original Words, ; YPD, which we p: 
tranſlate, in Proceſs of Time, literally ſignify, in TS 
te End of Days, which I agree muſt mean ſome | hc 
fixed or ſtated Period of Time; but as it is im- 8 
poſſible to determine certainly what that Period cl 
of Time was, I may offer it as no improbable C 
Conjecture, that it was at the End of their Six P 
Days Work, rather than at the Concluſion of the ti 
Lear, or after Harveſt, or any other Annual So- m 
lemnity : And what inclines me the more to this P: 
Opinion, is, becauſe the Action they met to per- : 0 
form, was then the higheſt Act of Religious Wor- ar 
ſmip, and fo very proper to be done upon that {0 
Day. And again, in the Hiſtory of Noah, tgje m 
only Perſon whoſe Righteouſneſs could ſcreen © 
him from the juſt Vengeance of God, it is ſaid, 1 


that he ſlay'd yet other Seven Days: And again, b 
and he ſtay d yet other Seven Days; from whence 
very judicious and learned f Expoſitors have been 


induced to believe, that this was the Sabbatical 
Day, upon which Noah expected a Bleſſing ra- FR 
cen. viii. 10,12. f Parrich, Comment. in Locum. ÞM 9 


Obſervation of the Sabbath. if 


te ther than upon any other Day, it being the 
* Day devoted from the Beginning to Religious 
© Services.” But after all, if we are to conclude, 
that Mankind did not obſerve a Sabbath before 
the Promulgation of the Written Law, merely 
| becauſe we have no better Account of the Man- 
ner how they obſerved it, we may, upon the ſame 
Account, draw the ſame Conſequence, as to. 


many other of the Commandments of the Deca- 


logue: The Fifth of them enjoins Honour to be 
paid to our Earthly Parents; but are we not as 
much in the dark as to the particular Manner 


how Children diſcharged this Duty before the 


giving the Law? And ſhall we therefore con- 
clude, that the One paid no Honour, or that the 


Other expected or required none? And this is 
Parallel to the Caſe before us; for Mankind na- 

{ turally lie under the ſame (nay I may ſay, upon 
many Accounts, under greater) Obligations to 


pay their Tribute of Thanks and Praiſe to God, 


| than any Child can do to his Earthly Parent; 


and therefore I muſt believe that all pious Per- 
ſons were neither ignorant of, nor careleſs or re- 


miſs in the Performance of ſo Material a Duty, 
even from the Beginning of the World. And this 
I hope may be ſufficient to ſhew, when the Sab- 


bath was firſt inflituted. ® 


* 


ere in another objeckion againſt ibis ancient Date of the 
_ Sabbath, which I ſhould not have raken Notice of, if it bad been 


 «dvanced by a Perſon of leſs Learning and Fudgment than Vt. 
Barrow, who, in his Expoſition on ibis Commandment, being of | 


Opinion that the Sabbath was not inſtituted before Moſes, calls 


in ibe Judgment of the Ancient Chriſtians to confirm it: The 


Authorities he produces are but three, and thoſe not ſuch plain 
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12 The Inflitution and 


II. 1 proceed, in the Second place, to conſider 
what the End and Deſign of its Inſtitution was. 


* As God ſanctify'd Jeremiah in After-Times 
* from his Mother's Womb, by ordaining him 
TOON Re IO) 1 * ö . 


3 


is taken from Itrenæus, Lib. 4. cap. 30. Abraham fine circum. 
ciſione & fine obſervatione Sabbatorum credidit Deo: But 
immediately after this Quotation, Irenzus has this remarkable 
Paſſag e; Reliqua autem omnis multitudo eorum, qui ante 
Abraham fuerunt juſti, & eorum Patriarcharum, qui ante 


Moyſem fuerunt, fine his quæ prædicta ſunt, & line lege 


Moyſi juſtificabantur. Quemad modum & ipſe Moyſes in 
 Deuteronomio ait ad populum: DO MINUS DEUS 
 TUUS TESTAMENTUM DISPOSUIT IN CHO 
REB, ET NON PATRIBUS VESTRIS DISPO-. 
SUIT DOMINUS TESTAMENTUM HOC, SED 
AD VOS. Quare igitur patribus non diſpoſuit Dominus 
teſtamentum? Quia LEX NON EST POSITA 
 JUSTIS: juſti autem patres virtute decalogi conſcriptam 

| hahentes in cordibus & animabus ſuis legem, diligentes 
ſeilicet Deum qui fecit eos, & abſtinentes erga proximum 
ab injuſtitia: propter quod non fuit neceſſe admonere eos 
correptoriis liter is, quia habebant in ſemetipſis juſtitiam 
Legis. Cum autem hzc juſtitia & dileQio, quæ erat erga 
Deum, ceſſiſſet in oblivionem, & extincta eſſet in Egypto, 
neceſſariò Deus propter multam ſuam erga homines bene- 
volentiam ſemetipſum oſtendebat per vocem, & eduxit 
de Ægypto populum in virtute, uti rurſus fieret homo diſ- 
Cipulus & ſectator Dei, & ſubaffligebat indifto audientes, ut 
non contemnerent eum qui ſe fecie. 
And inthe ſame Book, Cap. XXVII. begins thus; Et quia 
Dominus naturalia legis, per quæ homo juſtificatur, quæ 
etiam ante legiſdationem cuſtodiebant, qui fide juft;hca- 
| bantur & placebant Deo, Cc. And 4 little after; Naturalia 
omnia pizcepta communia ſunt nobis & illis, in illis quidem 


initium & ortum habuerunt, in nobis autem augmentum & 


* Pairick's Com. in Gen. ii. 2, 3. 


E: 0s 
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to be a Prophet; ſo he now determined 
and appointed the Seventh Day from the Be- 
* ginning 


1 


K 8 RA 


At the latter End of the XX VIII. Chapter, be ſhews what be 


mi ans by the Naturalia precepta : Deus primo quidem per 
FE naturalia precepta, gu ab initio infixa dedit hominibus, 
 admonens eos, id eſt, per Decalogum, (que ſiquis non 


fecerit, non habeat ſalutem) nihil plus ab eis exquitvit. 
And again, Cap. XXIX. Illiciens eos per prædictas ob - 
ſervationes, ut per eas ſalutem Decalogi obſervantes mu- 


nera dent ei, & detenti ab eo, non reverterentur ad Idolola- 
triam, nec apoſtatæ fierent a Deo, ſed toto corde diſcerent 
diligere eum. Ly EL, Tho 

And ag ain, Lib. V. Cap. XXXIII. Having inſiſted upon 
that, which be too the Ancient Sabbath to be an Allegory of, be 


ſays, Hoc eſt in Septima Die, quæ eft Sanctificata, in qua 
lequievit Deus ab omnibus operibus que fecit, quz eſt ve- 


rum juſtorum Sabbatum, in qua non facient omae terre- 


num opus, Ge. 


And now, whoever obſerves bow the Paſſage, which be quotes, 
| ſtands encompaſſed with a Cloud of Teſtimonies, all of them aſ- 
ſerting the Decalogue (of which the Obſervation of the Sabbath 
is certainly a Part) to bave been the Natural Law by which the 
Patriarobs were juſtified ; and confiders alſo that remarkable Rea: 
ſon which Irenzus gives, why it was afterwards turn d into 4 
written Law, would bardly conclude from this ſingle Paſſage, rbas | 
it was the Opinion of Irenæus, that the Patriarchs obſerved no 


1 all; eſpecially if any probable Account can be given of 


w bat be means by that Expreſſion, Sine obſer vatione Sabbato- 
rum; and which I ſhall thus attempt 10 do by obſerving, 1ſt, That 


the Jews called all their Feſtivals, without any Diftinfion, Sab- 


baths 3 and therefore, ibis Expreſſion might bave regard to them 


in general, and not to the Sabbath properly ſo called: This I col» 
led from Theophyla@, who, in bis Comment upon the vi. Chap- 
ter of S. Luke, ſays, O. 'Is ator FAoay £opliy EalCaloy 


Syd dvdmravois yep C And duidas upan tbe 
Mord ſays the ſame, from Inodorus Peleuſiota, Lib. III. Ep. 110. 


2dly, That if it does mean the Sabbath properly ſo called, yes, by 


#be Qbſervation of it, may be implied no more than thoſe Kites 

and Ceremonies, which tbe Moſaic Law order d jor the more 

pompous Celebration of it, and which we find ibe inſpired Apoſtles, 

and moſt early Writers, always endeavouring 10 depretiate : Or, - 
4 ” tajtly, 
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14 The Inſtitution and 8 
© ginning of the World to be obſerved in Me- 
-* mory of its Creation; and this ſerting It a- 
1 18 | N part, 
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laſtly, be might mean that the Patriarchs ſerved and pleaſed 
God, tho' they did not obſerve the ſame Day of the Seven as 
_ their Sabbath, which the Jews were afterwards, for particular 
Reaſons, directed to keep Holy; and therefore, that the Obſerua» 
tion of Saturday, as the Sabbatical Day, was pecnliar to them 
only, and not of general Concern to all Mankind. And this Di- 
_ ſtinfion (which I ſhall have Occaſion afterwards 10 explain more 
fully) may be applied alſo to his other Quonations. 1 05 


1 
Anotber of bis Authorities is taken from Juſtin Martyr : 


Ad Magus d, , x) Ouciat, x, mpoopopat, Y £op]e, 
\ » / \ * / "Ou * * — 
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There are in this Author ſeveral Paſſages of tbe ſame Import, ſo 


that the ſame Anſwer will ſerve for them all: And I ſhall obſerve, 
iſt, That the Word dee, or Caf Cal id, being of He- 


brew Extraction, is very rarely, if ever, uſed 10 expreſs any 


 Otber Feſtivals, or tbe Obſervance of them by, than the Jewiſh 
ones, as attended by their numerous Rites and Ceremonies; 1 am 
' ſure they are often uſed upon that Account, in Oppoſition to ibe o- 


ther; andparticularly by an authentick and more early Writer than 


_ Juſtin Martyr was; I mean in the genuine Epiſtles of Ignatius 
dd Magnel. F. 9. Mnxi#]: oaCCa[iGor]es, Au xd F xve 
pic xy £op]aiCov]es, Edit. Cler. Vol. II. p. 208 
I obferve, 2dly, That Juſtin, in this very Paſſage, ſays the 
ſame of Sacrifices and Oblations, that be does of the Sabbath; 
gives them no earlier Date than Moſes's Time, Aud Mogios 
Faccaſo, oy d, Y rpoopopei. Whereas tis evident 10 any 
one, that bas but read the Hiſtory of Cain and Abel, that Sa- 
8 and Oblations were practiſed in the very Infancy of the 
And, 3dly, If ibis Paſſage could be of any Force to prove the 
Inſtituiion of the Sabbath io be from Moſes only, it would be 
of equal Force 10 prove, that there ought to be no Sabbaths, no 
Sucrifices, vo External Forms of Worſhip obſerved after our Sa- 
_ wiour's Coming; becauſe the whcle Deſign of the Argument in 
_ this place is io ſbe w, that what was inſtitured by Moles was 10 


ceaſe then; and which js canary to n be aſſeris in ; ehalf 
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T my and conſecrating it to holy Uſes, was his 
© Bleſſing it, or recommending it to be obſerved 
c 


0 


© as a Day of bleſſing and praiſing him in all his 


*© Works 


* n * — „ 


of the Chriſtian gabbe· b in bis 2d Apology, as 1 ſhall have O. 


caſion afterwards to ſhew. VV 
Athly. V bat be ſays of the Patriarchs, be had ſaid but 4 very 
llitle before of the Gentiles, that they did not ſabbatize ; which, 


if we were to underſtand in ſuch a Senſe, as that they obſerved no 
Sabbath at all, it would be direQly contrary to all their Hiſtory, 


and particularly to Clemens Alex. Strom. Lib. v. and to Eu- 
ſebius Prep. Evang. Lib. 13. cap. 12. who tate a great deal 


of Pains to ſhew, not only that the Gentiles obſerved Feſtivals, 
but alſo what a particular Regard ibey paid to ibe Seventh Day, as 


Sacred. 


And indeed all that Juſtin Martyr any where ſays upon this 
Subject ſeems to be only Argumentum ad Hominem ; by which 
be endeavour'd to leſſen that Superſtitious Eſteem, which Trypho 
naturally bad for the Ceremonial Lew; and to ſhe w that that 


| mas not any longer neceſſary; andthat even whilſt it was in Force, 
it could not make the Doers of it perfect, if void of that true. 
= lively, and ſpiritual Worſhip, with which the Patriarchs bad ſeryed 
E auandpleaſed God, _ 55 


And bope the ſame Reaſon will account for bis other Autbority | 


talen out of Tertullian adv. Judzos 


Bus ſuppoſing for once, that theſe Three Fathers did prove the 


| Thing be quotes them for; yet 1 am ſure, that many other Writers, 


of equal Authority and Amiquity, are expreſly of the comrary 


Opinion. I have taken Notice of 4 Paſſage out of Joſephus, 
which ſhews what Notion be had of it; and to which 1 ſhall a44 


4 few more, leſt any one ſhould conclude from the Authority of 
this Learned Perſon, that the Fudgment of the Ancient Writers 


was 4gainſtthis early Date of the Sabbath. 
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eum, & ſanctificavit; hac Die ſolemus ſupponere, &. — 


Origen 


ni Tractatus de fabrics Mundi: Totam molem 
iſtam Deus ſex diebus ex nihilo in orna mento Majeſtatis 
ſuæ expreſſit: Septimo benedictione conſecravit: — Die 
Septimo requievit ab omnibus operibus ſuis, & benedixit 
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16 T be Inſtitution and 
* Works of Wonder; and (I know not why I 
* ſhould not add) of his beſtowing Bleſſings up- 
on all his pious Worſhippers.” It is but natu- 


ral and decent, that all Servants ſhould ſhew, by 


ſome Marks of Diſtinction, to whoſe Service they 


belong; and the ſetting apart fix'd and ſtated 
Days, in order to make the Honour of our God, 
whoſe Servants we are, more publick and folemn, 
is ſo juſt a Branch of Natural Religion, that 


without them, we can no ways manifeſt the Sin- 
cerity of our Worſhip, or ſhew that we have any 


lively Senſe of all the Benefits he hath done for 


us : Theſe are, on the one hand, the moſt publick 
Memorials of his Mercies ; and on the other, the 


» dP 


| Origen contra Celſum, Lib. vi. aſter baving quoted that 
Text, Gen. ii. 2, 3. ſays, Oude 8 bs, Ths 5, pedlet Thy 
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bis Father gives the ſame Date allo to the Duty of Faſt- 
ine, de [cjunio Hom. 1. Avgwridy]e Tiv ToAav Ths 
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To theſe Icould add Paſſages out of S. Cyprian, S. Athana- 
ſius, Chr yſoſtome, Ambroſe, Auguftine, and others; ſo that if 


this Ceuſe was to be determined by their Teftimony, I could have a 
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| moſt ſuitable Marks of our Gratitude : And tho 
indeed all the Works -<f God's Wiſdom, and 
the repeated Wonders of his Providence, make 


dur Tribute of Praiſe to be our continual boun- 
den Duty; yet whereas many of his Actions are 
more aſtoniſhing, more ſignal and remarkable 


than ſome others are, ſo is it proper alſo, that 
ve ſhould ſhew a different Senſe of them too, by 


applying ourſelves more cloſely at ſome certain 


| Times than others, to the Contemplation and 
Commemoration of them ; and therefore this Day 
was inſtituted, not barely to preſerve the Memo- 
ry of the Creation freſh in the Minds of Men; 
but allo to allot that as a proper Time for them 
to pay their Acknowledgments for the Benefits 
they daily receive, and to ſhew themſelves to be 
the Servants and Worſhippers of that One God; 
| by whoſe Power, and for whoſe Pleaſure, all things 
are and were created. For tho' Adam himſelf per- 


haps would never have forgot the Works and 


Wonders of it, yet his Poſterity might too ſoon 
have done ſo, and fancied themſelves not to have 

been concern'd in it; and that without ſuch 4 
Poſitive Injunction, they had been tacitly permit- 

| ted to laviſh away all their Time in a greedy 
Purſuit of their Profit or their Pleaſure. Such 


Atheiſtical Thoughts miglit ſoon have filled theif 


Heads and Hearts, the Imaginations of which were 
| only Evil continually, and led them to cry ont in 
the Language of thoſe Proſperous Ones deſcribed 


by Job, What is the Almighty, that we ſhould ſerve 


bim? Or what Profit ſhall we have, if we pray unto 


bim? Beſides, as Man even in his State of Ins 


nocenty tould not but ſtand in need of continual 
Directions and Supplies from the Providence of 


God; in regard both to his Temporal, and Spi⸗ 


ritual Welfare, ic is but 5 reaſonable Duty * 
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13 The Inſtitution and 
he ſhould beg them at his Hands: And tho' God, 
by the Immenſity of his Nature, is at all times 
in all Places, yet how muſt our Thoughts be 
wandring and loſt, if we ſhould preſume always 
to addreſs to him, as he is, every where? So that 
for this End, and upon this Account alſo, he has 
been graciouſly pleaſed, from the Beginning, 
to appoint to his Creatures ſuch definite Places 
and Times, when and where he will condeſcend 
jn a particular manner to meet us, and to receive 
our Prayers, and our Praiſes. This then ſeems 


to haye been the Primary End of its Inſtitution, 
that Mankind in general might thereby ſnew 


themſelves to be his Vaſſals and Dependents, and 


to direct them to perform their Religious Services 


ſo acceptably to God, that they might be re- | 


turned upon them with the Bleffings they wanted 
or deſired. For tho we find the Celebration of 


a Sabbath afterwards taken into the Body of the 
Jewiſb Law, and made a Part of the Decalogue, 
yet that ſeems to be a ſecondary End of its In- 
ſtitution, and to have been done rather with a 
Deſign to ſhew them what greater Obligations 
they lay under for a ſtrict and ſolemn Obſerva- 
tion of it, than the reſt of Mankind merely by 


Nature did; and agreeable to this, we may ob- 


ſerve that Moſes, in the Repetition of the Law, 


grounds his Reaſon for their future Commemo- 
ration of it, not upon the Account of God's hav- 
ing reſted upon that Day from the Works of 

the Creation, but upon their being deliver'd from 


the Egyptian Bondage - Remember, ſays he, that 


thou waſt a Servant in the Land of Egypt, and the 
Lord thy God brought thee out thence with a mighty 


44 4x 
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Hand, and by a ſtretched-out Arm : Therefore the 


Lord commanded thee to keep the Sabbath-day. So 


that the ſame Duty, which they were before obli- 


ged to as Men, ſeems here, I ſay, rather to be | 
_ enforced upon them, and applied to that Day, by 
a Conſideration of that peculiar Mercy, than to 


owe its Original Riſe and Inftitution to it; for as 


Men, they were naturally obliged to worſhip God, 
as being the great Creator of all things; but 


now they were further to own after what a par- 
_ ticular Manner the ſame God had been their De- 


liverer; and ſo at the ſame time, and by the ſame 
Action, to keep freſh in their Minds not only 


the Wonders of the Creation, but alſo that ſig- 


nal Mercy of their own Deliverance ; and that 


as God had thus ſanctified or ſeparated them from 


all other Nations, by affording them ſuch ſingu- 
lar Marks of his ſpecial Favour, they were in 


Return to ſanctify that Day, which God then 


appointed for their Sabbath, in a particular 
Manner by their new eſtabliſn'd Rites and Ce- 


remonies; and this will eaſily reconcile the Dif- 


ference in this Command as given in Exodus and 
Deuteronomy. But before I diſmiſs this Head, it 
will be proper to enforce the Diſtinction I have 
here made more clearly; for I would not be 
thought to affirm, that the Day which the PfPa - 
triatchs obſerved as their Sabbath, and the Day 


which was afterwards ſo particularly inſtituted 


by God to be the Jewiſh Sabbath, was exactly the 


ſelf-ſame Day of the Seven: No, all that I mean 


is, that the Original Command given in Paradiſe 
did oblige all Mankind to dedicate a Seventh Day | 


to Religious Services ; whereas the Law deliver'd 


from Mount Sinai directed the Jews which of the 


Seven Days they onght (for the Reaſons above- 


D 2 down 


mention d) to obſerve as Sacred, and tied them 
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28 The Inſtitution and 
down to it, ſo lang as their Polity ſhould remain; 
ſo that the One may be looked upon as a Poſitive 
Law, binding all Mankind in general; the Other, 
as a Poſitive Law particularly adapted to the 
Circumſtances of that People, without cancelling 
the farmer, by which we are aſſured of the Quan- 
tity of Time which God requires of us, and 
will eſteem as generally ſufficient for his Service, 
and that he 1 permits us innocently to 
enjoy the reſt. + e 


III. The Third thing I propoſed to conſider 
was, what is to be underſtood by the Sanctifying 
or Hallowing of . and by the keeping it Holy. 


Now the SanRifying or Hallowing of any thing 


5 ſienifies the making a thing Holy, which was not 


ſo before; and the keeping a thing Holy is the 
acting and dealing with, or the uſing it according 
to that Sanctity or Holineſs, which is ſtamp' d 
upon it: But it is impoſſible for us to confer 
any actual Holineſs upon the Day itſelf: This 
muſt be allowed to be the Act of God alone; 
all therefore which we can do, is, to uſe it a- 
greeably to that Holineſs, which has been con- 
| Ned upon it by God, the Fountain of all 
_ Holineſs; and the only Way and Manner by 
which we can uſe this Day agreeably to its 
own proper Holineſs or Sanity, is by making 

ſome eſſential Diſcrimination or Difference in 
the Actions we do upon it: I mean, by do- 
ing ſuch Actions only, as ſhall ſhew the juſt 
Senſe we have of that Diſtinction and Difference 
which Gad himſelf hath put between this and 
the other common Days of the Week, and of 
its being made Sacred or ſeparated purely to 


his 


£9 
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his Uſe and Service; and that this is the true 


and genuine Notion of Hallowing or Sanctifying 


any thing, Mr. Mede hath ſhewn at large, in 
his Diſcourſe particular to this Subject, from 


| ſeveral Places in Scripture ; as when God com- 


manded Moſes to make the Anointing Oil, or the 
Perfume, he ſays, | This ſhall be an Holy Anoint- 
ing Oil unto me; that is, it ſhall be ſeparated or 
kept purpoſely for my Uſe and Service, and 
not employ'd in any other; as plainly appears 
from what follows, Upon Man's Fleſh ſhall it not 

be poured, neither ſhall you make any other like it ; 

it is Holy, and ſhall be Holy unto you : And ver. 


33. Whoſoever compoundeth any like it, or whoſoever 
puttet h any of it upon a Stranger, ſhall be cut off 


from his People: And the ſame alſo is ſaid of 
the Perfume, ver. 37. And accordingly, when 
Moſes had uſed this Anointing Oil for the pur- 
poſes it was deſigned for, it is ſaid, * That he 
Sancti fied Aaron and his Sons, and his Sons Gar- 


ments with him; which can have no other Mean- 
ng, than the ſeparating them to their peculiar 


the Law of Unclean Beaſts, it is ſaid, || Te ſha# 


by making a Difference between the Unclean and the 
lean, between the Beaſt that may be eaten and the 
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Offices and ſeveral Employments. And again in 


herefore Sanflify yourſelves, and ye ſhall be Hoh, 
jor I am Holy; and how they were to Sanify 
hemſelves is plainly expreſſed in the 47th. Verſe, 


beaſt that may not be eaten : And again, 9 Sanctiſy 
Ourſelves therefore, and be ye Holy; for I am the Lord 
tur God, and ye ſhall keep my Statutes and do them, 
I am the Lord which Sancti ſieth you. And the 
＋ Exod, 1x. 31, 35. * Levis, viii. 30. || Levite 
Manner 
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the Blood of the Covenant wherewith he was Santi 
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Manner how God Sanctified them, and how they * 


were to Sanctify themſelves, is explained ver. 2, Sep 
25. of the ſame Chapter. I am the Lord your Gid 2 
which have ſeparated you from other People, ye ſpal Ai 


therefore put Difference between clean Beaſts and unclean, Nane 
c. And ver. 26. Te ſhall be Holy unto me, for It a 
Lord am Holy, and have ſevered you from other Peoplt als 
that ye ſhould be mine. There are ſeveral other 
Paſſages, which might be alledged to the ſame 
Purpoſe, but theſe are ſufficient : Nor is this a 
Language peculiar only to the Old Teſtament, 
but there are many Places alſo in the New, il 
which things Common or Unclean are frequent. 
ly oppoſed to thipgs Holy or Separated. * $ 
Peter in his Viſion ſays, I have never Eaten an 
thing Common or Unclean ; and in his firſt Epiſtle, 
i. 15, 16. he urges the Neceſſity which Chriſt 
ans were under to be Holy in all manner of Cn 
ver ſation, from that Reaſon and Precept in th 
I Levitical Law not yet out-dated, Be ye Hoh, 
J am Holy. S. Paul alſo ſhews the Privileg 
which the Children of Chriſtian Parents had 
be admitted intothe Goſpel Covenant, and whic 
_ thoſe of the Heathens had not, by the ſame En 
_ preſſion, Elſe were your Children unclean, but ul 
are they Holy. But that I may not be furthe 
tedious with Quotations in ſo plain a Caſe, 
mall confirm what J have ſaid by one Paſſage al 
of the Epiſtle to the Hebreut, [5 79 arp f d 
 Oixns xowdy iynoduer© & nyid dy) and hath cout 
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communium diſcrimine agitur, Beza in Locum, 
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da Common, or (as our Tranſlation renders it) 
an unholy thing: So that to count a thing Common, 
is all one as to put no Difference between things 
Separated or Sanctified, and things not ſo Sepa- 
rated; and this may fully convince us, that in 
Scripture Language, to Sanity any thing, is to 


ſeparate it from all other things otherwiſe of 


he ſame Quality, and to appropriate it ſome 
by or other to the Uſe and Service of God; 


and therefore that the Uſing, or Doing to any 


thing according to ſuch its Sanctity or Holi- 
neſs, muſt proceed from the keeping up ſome 
Marks of Diſtinction, in relation to it; or that 
not to uſe a thing thus Sanctified by God with 


proper, regular, and decent Marks of Diſtin- 


ction, is to abuſe or to prophane it; for Proof of 


which, I ſhall add a remarkable wg» e of 

| nce no 
leſs remarkable out of Daniel; Ezekiel ſays, 
Her Prieſts have violated my Law, and have pro- 
haned my Holy things; they have put no Difference 
between the Holy and Prophane, neither have they 


the Prophet || Ezekiel, and give an In 


ſbewed Difference berween the Unclean and the Clean, 


ple in Jeruſalem, and had been peculiarly con- 


ng his Princes, his Wives, and lis Concubines 
o drink. promiſcuouſly out of them; for which 


— 


p himſelf againſt the Lord of J Heaven ; and the Co 


| Exch. Xxii. 26, + Day. v. 


= 27 2, 4, 23, 20. 
Prideaux: Connect. Book. I. p. 46. . 3 


md have hid their Eyes from my Sabbaths, and! 

n prophaned among them: And the Inſtance Imean, 

is that of f Belſhazzar, who made his Idolatrous 
"WFeaſt ſtill more heinous, by bringing the Gold 
Wind Silver Veſſels, which had belonged to the Tem- 


ecrated tor the Service of God, and by ſuffer- ; 


Action the Prophet tells him, that he had lifted 
n- 


l 


ſequence 


D.iſtinction between them and all other Nations; 


of the Week; and that whatever Action does not 
Keep up and maintain ſuch a Diſtinction, is a Pro- 


to what Penalties the Offenders ſhould be liable 
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ſequence of this Action was, That in that Night wat 
Belſhazzar, King of the Chaldzans, ſlain. If there. 
fore the Holy Oil, or the Perfume, was pro- 
phaned, when uſed upon any other Account, 
than they were originally deſigned for; and if 
the People of Iſrael did prophane themſelves, 
when they obſerved not thoſe particular Eaus 
by which they were Sanctified, as being the 


ſo alſo, to apply this to the Caſe before us, it 
muſt neceſſarily ſignify, that the Sanctifying the 
Sabbath conſiſts in doing upon that Day ſuch 
things, and ſuch things only, as ſhall be every 
way agreeable to the Natural Holineſs or Sacred- 
neſs of it; that is, to its being thus Sanctified 
by God, by being ſeparated, diſtinguiſned, or 
ſet apart by him from the other common Days 


phanation of it, and conſequently it is unjuſti- 
fable and unlawful in itſelf. e 


IV. And this gives me a fair and natural Intro- 
duction to my Fourth Particular, which was to 
That God (by whoſe expreſs Order this Day 
was Sanctified) did favour the Jeus with parti- 
cular Directions as to what Actions they were to 
judge to be lawful or unlawful upon it, and as 


to. He commands them, Let no Man go out of 
his place on the Seventh Day; || ſix days thou ſhalt 
work, but on the Seventh Day thou ſhalt reſt, in Ear- 
ing time and in Harveſt thou ſhalt veſt: And f you 
ball kiadle no Fire throughout your Habitations on the 


* Exod. xvi. 29. || Exod. TINS 21. 4 Exod, AIV. J 
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of 
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Sal bath Day: And it is plain that f Neem 


took the buyins any Viftuals of the People of the 
Land upon the Sabbath Day, to be one of thoſe 


Laws of God given by Miſes; and then he reckons. 


alſo || the treading 1W:2e-Prees on the Sabbath, 
bringing in Sheaves, and lading Aſſes, bringing in 
ne, Grapes, Figs, and all mauner of Burdens, the 


ſelling Viftuals, the buying Fiſh tho brought by the | 
. of Tyre, and all manner of | Faure, as an evil | 
thing, and a Prophanation of the Sabbath: And 


then he expoſtulates with them, Did not your 


Fathers thus? and did not God bring all this Evil up- 
en us, and upon this City? yet you bring more Math 
upon Iſrael by Prophaning the Sabbath : To prevent 
which for the future, and reſtore a juſt Obſerva- 
tion of the Sabbath, he cauſed the Gates of Je- 
ruſalem to be ſhut when it began to be dark before 
the Sabbath, and charged that they ſhould net be 


opened till after the Sabbath, and ſet a Watch at the 


Gates, that no Burden ſhould be brought in on the Sab- 

bath: Nay he further threatned to lay Hands on the 
Merchants, that lodg'd without the Gates, and about 
the Walls; ſo that from that Day forth they durſt not 


come any more on the Sabbath : And that this Edict 


might be rightly executed, he made the Levites 


to come and keep the Gates, and to ſanctiſy the Sab- 
bath: And the Prophet * Jeremiah ſhews theſe 


Things to be the Occaſion of all the Evil that 
| befell them. Thus ſaith the Lord, take heed to your- 
ſelves, and bear no Burden on the Sabbath Day, nor 
bring it in by the Gates of Jeruſalem ; (ver. 22) 
Neither carry forth any Burden out of your Houſe on 
the Sabbath Day; neither do ye any Work, but hallow 
the Sabbath Day as 1 commanded your Fathers ; but 
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+ Chap. x. 29, 30, 31. 1 Chap. xill. from 15. to „ 
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(ver. 23.) they obey'd not, &c. upon which he pro- 
ceeds to pronounce a particular Bleſſing and a 


Curſe to this and the contrary Practice. And it 
is too plain not to be obſerved by every one, that 
all the Prophets, as it were with one Voice, aſ- 
cribe all the Evil which that Nation ſuffer'd to 


the Prophanation of this Day; and inſiſt ſo much 


upon it, as if they had been guilty of no other 


Sinz; or if they were, yet that none of them (ex- / 


cept Idolatry) were equally odious and deteſtable 


in the Sight of God. It would be endleſs to ſet 


down all the Paſſages of this kind; and thoſe I 
have already produced, are ſufficient to ſheiy, that 


not only all ſervile Mors were forbidden, (for 


* ſuch werẽ alſo forbidden upon many other of 


their Feſtivals) but that Any Work (at it is ex- 
preſſed in the Command itſelf, and which could 
no ways tend to the Worſhip and Glory of God) 


was enjoin'd not to be done; and which gave this 


Day a great Præeminence, not only above the 
common Days of the Week, but above many of 


their other Feſtivals: And then, if all Manner 


of Work, ſuch as even the kindling a Fire in 
their Houſes, or the taking a Journey, or the 
like, and which were allowable upon their other 


| Feſtivals, were thus ſtrictly forbidden, it is but 


a juſt and natural Conſequence to ſay, that thoſe 
Actions, which are mere Diverſion and Enter- 
tainment, which can have no other Uſe or End 
in them, but to paſs away thoſe Hours, which 
then ſeem tedious, and to lie heavy upon our 
Hands, are forbidden alſo ; and if there was any 
Occaſion to prove this from Scripture, there is 


a remarkable Paſſage in the Prophet f Iſaiah, 


which 
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which will do it, who, when he was directed to 


reprove the Jews for their Hypocriſy in their 


Faſts, makes this one Article of Impeachment 


againſt them, Behold, in the Day of your Faſt, || ye 
find Pleaſure, and in the 13. and 14. Verſes, where 


he promiſes a Bleſſing to the ſtrict Obſervance of 
the Sabbath, he does it in theſe Words; If thou 


turn away thy Foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy 
_ Pleaſure on my Holy Day, and call the Sabbath a De- 


light, the Holy of the Lord, honourable, and ſhalt ho- 


nour him, not doing thine own Ways, nor finding thine 


&c. 
All that I ſhall farther obſerve upon this Point 
is, that when God had wrote the two Tables of 


own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own Words : Then, 


the Law, and delivered them to Moſes, he finiſhed 
his Communication with him at“ that Time, by 
ſo expreſly enforcing the Duty of the Fourth 
Command, as if he either had that moſt at Heart, 


or foreſaw that Men would be more remiſs or 


negligent in it, or more prone to break and vioa- 


late that, than any other Part of the Decalogue : 
He, I ſay, did then (paſſing over the other Com- 
mands) enjoin the ſevereſt Puniſhment to the 


Tranſgreſſors of it, (and ver. 14. he ſays) Whoever 
| doth any Work therein, that Soul ſhall be cut off from 


amongſt his People And again, ver. 15. Whoever 
doth any Work on the Sabbath Day, he ſhall ſurel) 


be put to Death. And that future Generations 


might not think that this Penalty was never ex- 


ecuted upon thoſe, who refuſed to conform them 


FI 
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| aTequi, Ex- xxxi. from 12. 101he En i. 
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| ſelves to this Law in the outward Duties of God's 
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the Blaſphemer. And it is alfo farther ob- 
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Worſhip and Service, Moſes has left one Inſtance 
of it upon Record, for their Terror and Inſtru- 
ction. The Caſe was this; f Whilſt the Children 
of Iſrael were in the Wilderneſs, they found a Mun 
gathering Sticks upon the Sabbath Day, and they that 
Found him gathering Sticks, brought him unto Moſes 
and Aaron, and unto all the Congregation ; and they 
put him in Ward, becauſe it was not declared, what 
| ſhould be done unto him, The Learned Biſhop Pa- 
trick, in his Comment upon the Place, ſays, that 
this does not imply, that they were ignorant that 


he muſt be put to Death, that was injoyn'd, Exod. 


Xxxi. 15 and xxxv. 2. but what Kind of Death he 
| ſhould ſuffer, which is a very probable Account 
of this Matter; for tho' the being cut off from 
among his People ſhould not always imply a Sen- 

| tence of Death, or at leaſt not by the Hand of 
the Magiſtrate, concerning which there have 
been ſome ® Diſputes; yet there can be no doubt 
but it muſt ſignify fo here, ſince God had ex- 
plbained himſelf in that Manner, (viz. Exod. xxxi. 
15.) that he ſhould be put to Death: Or if the Oc- 
caſion of their demurring in this Caſe was, that 


they did not know whether that particular Action 
was ſo heinous in itſelf, as to come within the In- 
tention of that Puniſhment, or whatever other 


private Reaſon they might have for enquiring of 


the Lord concerning him; yet we find God was 
pleaſed ſoon to refolve their Doubts, and order 


him to immediate Execution, to be ſtoned by a! 
the Congregation, which is the ſame Sentence as he 


had before given upon the like Enquiry againſt 


— 


+ Numb. xy, 32, C. „ See Patrick's Comm, Go 


ſerv able, 
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ſe rrable, that when God gave the 1ſraelites Manna 
in the Wilderneſs, he choſe rather to do a f Mi- 
racle to preſerve it from ſtinking on the Se- 
venth Day, than that he, tho Lord of the Sab- 
bath, would either violate his own Command and 
not reſt upon it, or by his Example give the leaſt 
Countenance to the Prophanation of it; and that 
he moſt ſeverely chid thoſe who went out to ga- 
ther it on that Day. Thus then I have ſnewn 
that, under the Jewiſh Polity, their Sabbath was, 
ſanctified in the ſtricteſt Manner, and that the 
Violation of ir was attended with the ſevereſt 
e 5 


1 proceed therefore to conſider, Fifthly, 
whether any, or what Kind of Relaxation has 
been given to it under the Goſpel Covenant. 


And that I may treat of this in the plaineſt 
Manner, it will be proper to conſider the real 
Nature of the Fourth Command, whether it be 
a2 Natural or Moral Law, or only a mere Po- 
ſitive one, concerning which there have been 
ſome Diſputes; but to what Purpoſe, unleſs they 
could ſhew when or where God did abrogate it? 
For if it be a Natural or Moral Law, then it 
is Eternal and Unchangeable, for none but Poſi- 
tive Laws are mutable; and if it be a Poſitive 
Law only, yet is it then mutable but upon two 
Accounts; either when the Cauſe or Reaſon of 
its Original Inſtitution does not continue or re- 
main the ſame, and fo the La drops as it were of 
itſelf, and becomes obſolete; or elſe when the Ma- 
ker and Inftitutor of it alters it himſelf, or takes 
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it away, and fo cancels all our future Obligations 
to jt : And God forbid, but that all his Laws, 
of what Nature ſoever, and fo long as they con- 
tinue fach, ſhould meet with an Obedience from 
us, paid with the utmoſt Sincerity, merely from 
the Virtue and Conſideration of their being his 
Commands; for if he had ftampt his Laws only 
with his own bare Authority, and not permitted 
us to underſtand either the Reafonableneſs or 
Equity of them; if he had ſaid only, Do This, 
muſt we not have done it, tho' we had had no 
other Motive to engage our Compliance? But 
ſince he has graciouſly condeſcended to wave 
(as 1 may ſay) the Strength of his Prerogative 
Power, and to addreſs himfelf to us in thoſe 


CLommands of the Decalogue, as to Creatures en- 
daued with Reafon, enjoying nothing but what 
Vs ⸗agreeable to that, and Productive of our Hap- 
pine ſs, both preſent and future; is it not a Miſ- 
employing of our Reaſon, when we uſe it to ex- 
amine the Nature of his Commands, only ro find 

Y dodut how little we are obliged to obſerve of them, 
or to canvas their Bounds and Limits, not to 
| Kno how to keep ourſelyes within them, but 
= rather to fee how far we may tranſgreſs, without 

| falling under the Puniſhment he has annex d to 


them? Shall we diſpute againft the Obſervation 
5 naturally due to them, like thoſe complained of 


buy the Hiſtorian, who Inperatorum mandata mallent 
tmtefpretari quam exequi? And ſhould any one 
1 now a- days pay his Duty to God with ſuch nar- 
row and ſcanty Meaſure, he can hardly be 


thought 70 love him with all his Hears, or with an 
_ eularged Heart to run the Way of his Commandments. 
But to return to my Enquiry, concerning the 
Nature of the Fourth Command, which I take 
to be partly Moral, and partly Poſitive 3 5 
„ N * 
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Moral Part is that by which Men are obliged to 
ſet apart ſome conſiderable Portion of their Time 
to the Honour and Service of their Creator, 


from whom they receive all. This being a Duty 
from which no Creature can be exempted; er 
whilſt the Benefits received are ſo general and 


extenſive, ſo free and undeſerved, Men muſt firſi 
fancy themſelves able to live without God's Pro- 
vidence in the World, and that they can ſupply 


themſelves with whatever they want, before they 
can well perſuade themſelves to be ſo ungratetul, 


as not to return the Tribute of Thanks to their 


Supreme Bene factor: If, I ſay, they eſteem God 


as ſuch, and are ſenſible that all they have comes 
from him : Nay, they muſt firſt prove they have 
no God to ſerve, before they can poſſibly be ex- 


empted from his Service. So far therefore as this 


Command has any Thing of a Moral Equity in it, 
ſo far muſt it come within the Compals of that 


Law, which our Saviour came not to deſtroy, but to 


fulfill, and muſt fall within the Reach of the Apo- 


| venant, a Doctrine exactiy agreeable to that of the firſt Century. 
| Quod ad Legem Moralem attinet, Chriſtus nos ab ejus 


execratione immunes ſecit; & liberavit etiam nos ab eo 
jure legis, quo obligati era mus, ad comparandam nobis 
ſalutem, operibus noſtris, integertimà impletione Legis 
pro nobis præſtita; qua nobis privilegium commeruit, ut 
ob alienam juſtitiam, nempe Chriſti, abſolvamur & juſtiſi-⸗- 
cemur: ſed juſti ficatos tamen vult juxta eam obedientiam _ 
exercere, propter alias Cauſas ſupra in Doftrina de bonis 
oper ibus commemoratas. A forenſibus autem & Cete mo- 
nialibus in univerſum nos liberavit Chriſtus, niſi quatenus 
cum lege naturæ, quæ ad Decalogum pettinet, conſenti- 
ant, Oc. Centuriat, Magdeb. Lib. 1. Cap. iv. De Liber - 


© Faith ? 


[cate Chriftiana, 


ſtles Queſtion : * Do we then make void the Law by 


* See Mr, Norris's Sermon on Rom. iii. 31. in which be 
| bas excePently well explain d what Abatement or Eſt abliſbment the 
| Moral Law bas received from the Goſpel. That tho the Law | 
| Continue in Force as a Rule, yet it is aboliſhed as a Co- 
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Faith? God forbid : Yea, we eſtabliſh the Law. And 
the Pofitive Part I take to conſiſt in that we are 
commanded to allot a Seventh Portion of our 
Time, rather than any other Quantity of it for 
that Purpoſe : For this is what Natural Reaſon 
could never have found out, had it not been ex- 
preſly declared, that God would be content to 
accept of ſo ſmall a Part; and that this parti- 
cular or determinate Meaſure of our Time ſhould 
be eſteemed by him as generally ſufficient for the 
performing this Duty. In ſhort therefore, the 
Moral Part of the Command is at all Times our 
Duty, in Private as well as Publick, and the Po- 
ſitive Part ſeems to have been ordained to oblige 
us to give then the moſt publick and viſible Teſti- 
mony of the Senſe we have of God's Favour and 
Mercies, and of our Obligations to him. 


| Now if this be the real Nature of the Com- 
mand, it will eaſily appear, that our Chriſtian 
Liberty neither has nor could cancel our Obli- 


— | | | | 
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gations to the Moral Equity of it; but that it ws: 
has added ſeveral Motives and Encouragements an 
for a more ſtrict, regular, and conſcientious Dil- Je 
charge of it; for I hope the Redemption of the do 
World by our Lord and Saviour, both God and Co 
Man, will be for ever look d upon as an Act of ſo MW on: 
much higher Wonder than the bare Creation of anc 


it; and as a Mercy fo far ſuperior to the Egyptian WM Da 
Deliverance, that every Chriſtian, who has a MW the 
lively Senſe, and true Notion of it, won't defire MW But 
to be acquitted from the moſt ſolemn Commemo- Mt bl: 
ration of it, but chooſe rather to allot a more fre- ¶ this 
quent Portion of his Time for it; and to employ IM tha 
that Time in the moſt manifeſt and ſubſtantial | not 

Acts of Piety and Devotion, greater than what be 
was practiſed, either under the Moſaic Law, or 7e 
Aa RE Patriarch 
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Patriarchal OEconomy ; for if our Caſe had been 


only ſtill equal with theirs ;-if neither our Cix-. 


cumſtances or Conditions had been any ways bet- 
tered or improved by all that C04 has ſince done 
for us; yet however this would hate been a Duty 


ſtrictly. incumbent upon us: But when the Birth, 
the Paſſion, the Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion of 
our Saviour, are made the Themes of our Chri- 
ſtan Thankſgivings ; when ſo much greater Glory 


is due to God for them, and ſo much greater Be- 
_ nefits accrue to us from them; is it reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe ourſelves excuſed from being at leaſt as 
frequent in the Celebration of them, as they 


were? Beſides, I no where find that the Goſpel 
Covenant has abrogated the Poſitive Part of this 

Precept, bur that the ſame Determinate Meaſure 
of our Time is ſtill required: All that has been 


done, has been only to change the Day which the 


Jews obſerved, and to direct us to perform thoſe 
Services upon the Firſt Day of the Week, which 
uſed before to be done upon the Laſt ; and this 


was ordered upon the moſt ſubſtantial Grounds 


and Reaſons. I have before ſhew'd, that the 

Jews obſerved Saturday as their Sabbath upon a 
double Account; firſt, that according to the 
Command and Example of God, they might ſpend 
one Day in ſeven in Religious Employments ; 
and, fecondly, that by making that the particular 
Day, they might perperuate to the lateſt Poſterity 


bliſh'd, it was both reaſonable and neceſlary that 


that whereas the Body of Chriſt's Church was 
not to be made up of Jeuiſb People only, but to 


Jeus, and that all Nations, of what Denomina- 
5 C tion 


the Memory of their Deliverance from Slavery. 
But when the Chriſtian Religion was to be eſta- 


this Sabbatical Day ſhould be changed ; becauſe 


be gathered from among the Gentiles as well as 
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would unavoidably ſoon conſiſt of Perſons no 


and therefore, it would have been ridiculous to 
have continued or preſs'd the Obſervance of the 


Jews as well as the Gentiles were equally concerned 


proper that ſuch a Day ſnould be pitched upon 
for the Weekly Commemoration of it, in which 
both Parties might, without giving Offence to 


cies they had received; and by which the con- 
verted Jews might diſtinguiſh themſelves from 
thoſe who were not converted; that is, from thoſe 
who ſtill fondly expected their Redeemer, whilſt 
the others did believe and confeſs him to have 


Law and Prophets concerning him; and from 
thoſe alſo, who were willing to retain the Cere- 
monies of the Law, and join them with the Do- 
ctrine of the Goſpel; and what Day of all the 
Seven could be ſo proper for this, as that Day 
on which our Saviour roſe from the Dead, and 
viſibly triumphed over our Spiritual Enemy, and 
thereby gave ſuch pregnant and undeniable Te- 
ſtimony, that the great Work of our Redemp- 
tion was accompliſh'd ? And thus did they wiſely 
preſerve the Moral Equity of this Command in 
the- higheſt Manner; and the Alteration they 
made in the other Part, inſtead of cancelling, has 
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tion ſoever, were to be admitted into its Society, 
the far greater Part of the Chriſtian Church 


ways concerned in that Deliverance from Egypt; 


Jeuiſßh Sabbath upon them. But whereas the 


in the Redemption of Mankind by the Death 
and Reſurrection of our Saviour, it was very 


each other, meet and join in ſuch Religious Acts, 
as ſnould teſtify their Thankfulneſs for the Mer- 


been here, and fulfilled all things written in their 


laid the greateſt Obligations upon the Conſciences 
of Mankind to be ſtrict and zealous in the Per- 
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formance of it, if ever they could prove ſo un- 
grateful as to be liable to forget it. 


it ſtood attended with their Rites and Ceremo- 


Mark between Them and the reſt of Mankind, 


whom God was pleaſed for a time to keep at 


ſuch a Diſtance from himſelf. But when the Ful- 
neſs of Time was come, in which * They, who ſome 


time were afar off, and had been Aliens from the 
Common-wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers to the Co- 
were to be made nigh by the 
Blood of Chriſt ; when he aroſe as a Light to the 


venants of the Promiſe, 
Gentiles, as well as to be the Glory of 1ſrae!, and 
came to bring all Nations into oze Fold; it was, 
| I fay, then neceſſary that this middle all of 


Partition ſhould be broken down, fo far as it was 
a Diſtinction or Separation between us and Them; 
but then far be it from us to ſuppoſe, that our 
Saviour would cancel any Duty, to which, if 
we conſider ourſelves but as Men only and his 

| Creatures, we are eternally obliged : Nay what 

Reaſon is there, why Mankind ſhould be at 


firſt ordered to obſerve a Sabbath, which is 


not {till obligarory upon us to obſerve one al- 


to? For if nothing more had been intended by 
1, than barely to give ſome Eaſe and Retreth- 
ment to the Beaſts of the Farth from a continued 
and uninterrupted Labour, or to allow their 
| Children and Servants a convenient Portion of 


Time to pay their Homage to, and to attend the 


7 — 


Eph, li. 32, 13. 


We frequently read both in the Law and the 
Prophets, that the Jewiſh Sabbath, eſpecially as 


nies, was inſtituted as a particular Covenant be- 
tween God and them, and as a diſtinguiſhing 
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Service of their Maſter and Father which is in 


Heaven, Ours ſurely muſt naturally require the 


ſame treatment at our Hands: Or if they were 


to do this, as being themſelves Servants to the 
great Creator of all things, and in Imitation of 
his Example, who reſted upon the Seventh Day, 


vrhich is the Reaſon given for it in Exodus; and 
don't we ſtill as being Men and Part of the Crea- 


tion ſtand in the ſame Relation to Him? Or were 


the Jeus to celebrate their Sabbath, in Memory 
of their Egyptian Deliverance, which is the Reaſon 
given for it in Deuteronomy, and is not the Univer- 
1al Redemption of Mankind by our Saviour of e- 
qual Concern or greater Benefit unto us? Their 
Deliverance from thence was but a Type of ours 
from the Thraldom of Sin and the Slavery of 
the Devil; that was wrought by the Adminiftra- 
tion of Moſes, this required the Aſſiſtance, the 
Power, and even the D 
of God to accompliſh it; that brought them only 
to a Temporal, this has opened to us the Spiri- 
tual Canaan, even the Kingdom of Heaven to all 
Believers; and made ns Heirs of God, and joint 
Heirs with Chriſt; and Ican't but think, that every 


eath of the Eternal Son 


one, who does but enquire into and reflect up- 


on the Nature and Excellency of theſe Mercies, 
or upon himſelf, what He is, or why He was placed 


in this World, would ſoon diſcover ſo many Ob- 


7 ligations to this Duty, that tho' it was a thing in- 
different in itſelf, and left rorrely to hisown Li- 
| berty and Choice, he would be far from having 


any Deſire, to be excuſed or exempted from it, 
for without Gratitude Man muſt be a Monſter: 
Hence then it appears that even the Poſitive Part 
of the Precept, as it regards the Quantity of Time 
_ requiſite for the performing our Duty, is ſtill 
obligatory and binding upon all Chriſtians ; that 

OE | a N 18, 
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is, that we ought to ſanctify and hallow a Se- ..- 
venth Day: As to the particular Rites and || 
Ceremonies which the Jews made uſe of upon 1 
their Sabbath, (or even as to their Sabbath itſelf, WW | 


ſo far as it was a particular Covenant, or Sign, be- _— 
tween God and them, or between them and thereſt 1 


ol Mankind.) Theſe indeed are aboliſhed and taken 
away, as being no ways proper for our Practice 


and Imitation; or rather they ceaſed of themſelves, j 
| becauſe by being no more than a Part of their = 


Ceremonial Law, and not of the Natural, they 

were the Shadow only of good things to come, and 
ſo could not be in Force or remain after the 
Subſtance had appeared ; No, theſe were Part of 
that Yoke which neither they nor their Forefathers were 
able to bear, and which God himſelf ſtyles to be 
+ Statutes that were not good, aud Judgments where- 
by they ſhould nat live. 


But alas: That which was contrived and eſta- 

| bliſhed with the greateſt Piety and Wiſdom, has 1 
unhappily been abuſed by ſome Perſons, who 
have from hence taken the Freedom to imagine, 'P 
that becauſe the Jewiſh Sabbath is aboliſhed, 

| therefore no Diſtinction of one Day above ano- ih} 
ther is now to be obſerved by Chriſtians. And. 

| leſt what I have urged from the Reaſon and be 
Nature of the thing, ſhould not be ſufficient 
to convince them, it may not be improper to 


4 


examine, 


2 VI. Sixthly, The true Meaning of thoſe Paſſages 
in the New Teſtament, which ſeem to favour 


that Notion ; and to. ſhew by what Authority it 


is that we obſerve the Lord's Day, _ 111 
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The moſt remarkable Paſſage that I know of 
is this, f The Sabbath was made for Man, and not 
Man for the Sabbath; Therefore, the Sou of Man is 
Lord alſo of the Sabbath. 15 


If the Jeuiſb Doctors had not been too care- 
leſs in examining the Intention and Deſign of 
thoſe Commands given them for their particu- 
lar Uſe, or too partial and corrupt in their 


Interpretation of them, when they were to be 


reduced to Practice, they might have concluded 
from the firſt Inſtitution of the Sabbath, that 


Works of Mercy, common Charity, and Benefi- 


cence, were not prohibited upon it, or contrary 


to it; for tho God did then ceaſe from the Work 


of Creating, yet He did ſtill continue to Work 
{as I may ſay) by his Providence, and by vir- 
tue of that to ſupport the things He had crea- 


red, and without which the Univerſe itſelf 


could not have out-laſted one Sabbath. Or had 
they reflected, that their Deliverance from Egypt 
was wrought upon that very Day, which was 
_ afterwards, for that Reaſon, made to be their 
Sabbath; and which being a Work of ſo much 
| Mercy to them, might eaſily have taught them 
their Duty to others in that reſpect: Had 
they, I ſay, conſidered theſe things, they would 
hardly have upbraided our Lord's Diſciples 


for rubbing ſome Ears of Corn in their Hands, 


as they paſſed thro the Corn-Fields on the Sab- 
bat h- Day, and eating it. To which it might 

have been a ſufficient Anſwer, from our Saviour, 
to have ſaid only, that this was no otherwiſe un- 
lawful than as their * Traditions had made it 


—— — — » 


ſo; 
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ſo; or that to refuſe to give themſelves the 
Refreſhment of a common and innocent Meal was 
to confound the Diſtinction between a Faſt and 


a Feſtival : But our Saviour, who was always 


willing to inſtru& as well as to rebuke that foo- 
liſh and ſelf-conceited People, took this Occaſi- 
on, firſt, to vindicate his own proper Power and 
Authority of diſpenſing with that Action of his 
| Diſciples, if it had been actually contrary to 
their Ceremonial Law, by aſſerting, || That He 
was greater than the Temple ; and therefore, could 
diſpence with the Offices and Services of it. 


2dly, To correct their corrupt Notions of what 
was lawful or unlawful to be done upon it, and 


how far Mercy was to be preferred before Sa- 


crifice in Caſes of Neceſſity and common Chari- 


ty, by the Inſtance He gives of David's eating 
the Shew-Bread, who was never judged to be a 


Violator of the Sabbath, but not in the leaſt to 


diſannull a regular or the entire Uſe of it: For 
as He came to do all the Good he could to Man- 
kind, it is not to be ſuppoſed, that he would 
forbid, or take away any thing that was already 


for their Good, as the Sabbath by its own Na- 
ture and Inſtitution really is. All therefore, 


that can be drawn from the 27th Yerſe, will be 
only this: That whereas the Sabbath was Inſti- _ 
tuted for-the Sake, or for the Good or Advan- 
tage of Mankind, if it was poſſible for them to 
do a greater Good on that Day than the bare 
| Reſt of the Sabbath could amount to, they 
ought to do it, becauſe the leſſer Good muſt 
always give Place to the greater; and ſo far 
as Works of Mercy and Charity are more Excel- 
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lent in themſelves than the Ritual Sabbatical Reſt 


could be, ſo far they ought to be preferred be- 


fore it; nor will the Words in the 28th Verſe 


any ways prove, that he did forbid a regular 
Obſervance of it for the future, nor even ſo 


much as that He has left Men at Liberty to do 


what they ſhall think fit upon it: Therefore, the 
Son of Man is Lord alſo of the Sabbath; for J 
cannot ſubſcribe to that ſingular Opinion of 
 * Grotius, who would have us underſtand by the 
Son of Man, Man in Common, becauſe if Man in 
common is here called Lord of the Sabbath; and, 
as being ſo, has Power to diſpenſe with the Laws 


of it, it muſt contradict that Fundamental Maxim, 


that no Law can be abrogated or diſpenſed with, 


but by the ſame Power that enacted it and there- 


fore, ſince the Sabbath was Inftituted by God, 

tho for the Sake and Benefit of Man, yet I think 
our Saviour would not have aflerted, that every 
common Son of Man had Power in himſelf of 

_ diſpenſing with its Laws, whenever he ſhall think 
fit; and if he has not ſuch a Power, I dont fee 


how he can be called the f Lord of it; whereas 


if we ſuppoſe our Saviour meant himſelf by the 
Son of Man, it will render this Place exactly a- 


greeable with the Parallel ones in S. Matthew 


1 * This Opinion of Grotius is at large confuted both 
by Dr. Hammond and Dr, Whitby, in their Notes on 
Mat. xii, + As Ode t 58 6gcAouty, JT. dpyal 


$:80ia dy, Iva, Tis Ag xvpevon, q. d. Scire enim 
debemus preciſe poteſtatem deſignate, ut quis imperet ac 


|| dominetur. Barnabæ Epiſt. g. 6. . 5 
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and S. Zuke, and where there can be no Colour 


to imagine that Man in Common is meant by 


them; and what I believe, has given the chief 


Occaſion to think they ſignify ſo here, proceeds 


from our tranſlating the Original Wo1d ©s+, by 


| Therefore, which does not always carry that Senſe 


only; and Brugenſis and Maldunate, have taken 


the Liberty to tranſlate by Denique, or laſtly ; 
which will plainly bring in theſe Words, as an 


additional Argument of His f Power to wink at 
or forgive that Action of his Diſciples, and make 
them erachy Agreeable to the other Evangeliſts, 
and not to be vulgarly taken as a mere Con- 
ſequence of the former Verſe. 5 


_—_— 


*I don't ſce how it can well be taken in any other 


Senſe than Yenique or laſtly, in the 1ſt, Epiſtle of Cor. 


xiv. 30 (not ro mention other Places) ce, Adexpel, 
Cn3Ts pee But if we allow des to have no 
other Signification than Thereſore, yet it is often uſed for 


an Expletive, or a Tranſition from one Argument to 


another; and if we try it by Dr. Fackſon's Rules laid 
down (Vol. III. p. 602, 603.) for the determining the 


Senſe of ſuch Conjunctions Cauſal in the New Tefta- 
ment, I am apt to belicve, it was never intended here 


to make this Verſe a Conſequence of the former. The 


Perſic & Etbiopic Verſions both render it by 8. 
FI ne Primitive Church even in the firft Age, took it 


| In chis Seoſe, as appears from the Centuriators : Fadæi 


poſtea Feſum, ranquam Vioiaturem Sabbati, graviter incuſam; 
| Jed Feſus reſpendet, ſe facere boc, tanquam Deum, & mandato 


Patris. Cbriſtus eos (viz. Diſcipulos) defendis, imo, ab Exem- 


pio Vavidis; deinde à fine Sabbati, quod propter bomines eſſet in · 


ſtitutum; 3tio, & Sud autoritate, 2d eſſet Sabbari Domi. 


bus. Mar, 2. Luc. 6. Cent. 1. Liv. 1. Cap. x. De | 


ſecundo Paſchate 5 baptiſmo Chriſti. 


Et aljbiz Filiue bomints poreſt peccats dindrrere : Filius 
tominis eft Dominus Sabbatiz cum tamen conſter, tamùm Dei 
nſtiruers, & abolere. Cent. 


opus eſſe pereata diminere, Sabbaton i 
I, Lib. I» Cap. iv. De Me 
Iterum: Die Sabbati cong reg at 
Judai 
i geſum adoremus, - Athanaſij Hom. De Semente. Ut con- 
Her, Cont. iv. Cad. vi. | 5 


2 ui ſumus, von qudd lahoremus 
ſed in abb aso ideo carvenimus, us Dominum Sabo a- 
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Eraſmus has hit upon a thing ſo very agree- 


able to what our Saviour's Meaning ſeems to have 


been, when he ſays the Sabbath was made for Man, 
and not Man for the Sabbath, and to the Inſtance 
he gives of David's eating the Shew-Bread, that 
I cant avoid taking Notice of it. His Words 
are theſe: So it is alſo well done to paſs lit- 
© tle upon the Colour and Faſhion of Apparel, 
Yi oh 
Man was not made for the Garments ſake, but 
the Garment firſt invented for the Uſe and 
Commodity of Man: The Conſequence of 


which Inſtance will be this, that tho' a Man 
ſhould upon ſome emergent Occaſion lip on the 
Apparel of a Woman, yet ſo long as this was 
done out of Neceſſity, and not free Choice, no 


one could think that Man had violated any Laws 


- re to ouf Apparel; much leſs would he 
conclude from it, that another Perſon, not under 
the like erfergent Neceſſity, was at liberty to 

wear no Cloaths at all, or not to obſerve that Di- 
ſtinction of Dreſs, by which not only the ſeve- 
ral Degrees and States of Men, but the very 


Difference of Sexes is kept up, and maintained 
among us; and if once the Caſes of abſolute 


Neceſſity ſnould be allowed as ſtanding Rules for 
a conſtant Practice, it would ſoon fill the World 
with Contention and Diſorder. But to return: 


Kom. xiv. 5, 6. One Man eſteemeth one Day above 


another; another Man eſteemeth every Day alike ; 


let every Man be fully perſuaded in his own Mind: 
He that regardeth a Day, regardeth it unto the Lord; 

and he that regardeth not the Day, to the Lord he 
regardeth it not. In Anſwer to thoſe who urge 


this Text, in Vindication of their Notion, that 
no DiſtinRion of Days is now to be obſerved, 1 
33 VVV might 


* 


t as it behoves a Man ſo to do, becauſe 


Obſervation of the Sabbath. 43 


might be ſufficient to ſay, that this Paſſage has 


no relation at all to Sabbaths and Feſtivals, but 
rather to Faſts and Days of Abſtinence, and to 
that particular Diet and Diſtinction of Meats, 
which the Phariſees made uſe of upon ſuch Oc- 
caſions, and in which they placed ſo much of 
their Religion and Righteouſneſs, that they 
boaſted of their faſting twice in the Week, and the 
like. This Interpretation ſeems not only to be 


moſt agreeable to the Scope and Deſign of the 


Ahpoſtle's Argument in this Place, which relates 
chiefly to ſuch indifferent things, as the bare Di- 


ſtinction of Meats upon ſuch Occaſions is in it- 
ſelf ; but may alſo be defended by the Authority 
of ſeveral learned Commentators: Or if this 


Text is to be confined to Sabbaths and Feſtivals, I 


. ſhould then make no Queſtion but that by the Day 
here ſaid to be eſteemed above another, and regarded 


unto the Lord, the Apoſtle meant the Jewiſh ones: 


Which being inſtituted expreſly by God, the con- 
verted Jews ſtill thought themſelves obliged to 


obſerve them as ſacred ; whereas the Gentile Con- 

verts, who had never been concern'd in the Jewiſh 
Polity, thought themſelves under no ſuch Obli- 

gations, and ſo paid not the ſame ſolemn Regard 
to them: But how can any Man collect from this 
Paſſage, that the eee deſigned there ſnould 


be no Diſtinẽtion made between Days for the fu- 


ture? Since he only fairly ſtates their different 
Opinions about them, but does not ſo much as 
determine which of them was in the right, whether 


he that eſteemed one Day above another, or he that 


eſteemed every Day alike ; and charitably ſuppoſes, 
that both Sides acted upon Principle of Con- 


ſcience ; and that he that regarded the Day, regard- 
ed it unto the Lord; that is, out of Conſcience to- 


wards him; and that he that regarded not the Day, 
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their own Conduct, and, iſt, to be well aſſured, 
that what they did in ſuch Caſes, was out of a 
pure Principle of Conſcience rightly informed; 
and, 2dly, to take care that their Actions, tho 
ſimply lawful in themſelves, ſnould give no Occa- 
ſion of Offence or Scandal unto others. 


can countenance this Notion ; Gal. iv. 10, 11. Te 
_ obſerve Days, and Months, and Times, and Nears; 
I am afraid of you, leſt I have beſtowed upon you 
Labour in vain. And again, Col. ii. 16, 17. Let 


in reſpect of an Holy- Day, or of the New Moon, or 
ef the Sabbath-Days, which are a Shadow of things 


preſſes * himſelf as if he thought the Whole of 


Day, being E Uke. Loßſ is, be thus paraphraſes upon it; & 


rr. r — 


44 q be Inflitution and 


to the Lord he regarded it not; that is, was fully per- 

ſuaded in his own Mind, that it was God's Plea- 

ſure that he ſhould not obſerve the DiftinRion 

of the Jewiſh Feſtivals ; and the whole Paſſage, if 

taken together with the Context, appears to be a 
ſeaſonable Admonition to them, not to be uncha- | 
ritably cenſorious of their Neighbour's Con- 
ſcience, but to leave that to be judged by their 


own Lord and Maſter, to whom they muſt ſtand 


or fall; and rather to have a firi& Guard upon 


"ae. and. ae. * 2 


There are but two or three Places more which 


no Man therefore judge you in Meat or in Drink, or 


_, 


to come But it is fo evident that all theſe relate 
to the Jewiſh Feſtivals, for whoſe Authority or 
Obſervance no Chriſtian now contends, that I 
need give them no other Anſwer, not altho 
8. Chryſ«ſtone be of the contrary Opinion, and ex- 


> i 


the Jewiſh Salbath was not aboliſhed. 
_ * The Original, which we tranſlate in reſpe& of an Holy- 
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hut perhaps this Point, concerning the abo- 
| liſhing thoſe Feſtivals, and the finding out what 


is ſtill our Duty in this Caſe, may receive ſome 
Light, by comparing it with ſome other things, 


which were at the ſame time, upon the ſame Ac- 
count, and by the ſame Authority alſo laid aſide 
with them. I ſhall inſtance only in Two: 5 Eg 


_ Circumciſion is aboliſhed as to the outward 
Sign of that Sacrament, but yet the inward Part 
or Thing ſignified by it is ſtill in force; the Sha- _ 


dow indeed is vaniſh'd, but the Subſtance re- 


mains; or, as the Author to the Hebrews ſays, 
Ze taketh away the firſt, that he may eſtabliſh the 


ſecond. Now the thing ſignified by the Circumci- 
ſion of the Fleſh was that of the Heart, as f Mo- 


ſes plainly enough hinted to the Jews ; Circumciſe 
therefore the Foreskin of your Hearts, and be no more 
ſtiff-necked ; and at the ſame rate S. Paul ſpeaks 


of it, || In whom ye are circumciſed, with the Circum- 


ciſſon made without Hands; and in another Place 
more expreſly, Il He is not a Jew, who is one out- 
| wardly ; neither is that Circumcifion, which is outward 
in the Fleſh; but he is * who is one inwardly ; 
and Circumcifion is that of the Heart, in the Spirit, 
and not in the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of Men, 


but of God. So that it is plain, thus much even 


of the Sacrament of Circumciſion is confirmed, 
and not deſtroyed by the Goſpel, —\ 


So alſo as to their Sacrifices, an end has been 


put to them by our Lord's great Propitiation: 


But what then? Are we come over to a Religion 


that requires none from us? Not in the leaſt: 


But as ours is a Worſhip far more Spiritual than 


n 
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| theirs was, ſo are we alſo directed to Sacrifices 
far more noble in their kind, than theirs were; 


they offered only the Bodies of their Beaſts, we 
are to preſent ourſelves, our Souls, and Bodies, 
according to that Pathetical Exhortation of S.Paul, 


* I beſeech you, Brethren, by the Mercies of God, that 
ye prefent your Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy, accepta- 
ble unto God, which is your reaſunable Service : And 
in another place, f Glrify God in your Bodies, and 
in your Spirits, which are God's: For as they for- 
merly were, fo we are now || the. People of God, 


his choſen Generation, a Royal Prieſtheod, his peculiar 


People; and therefore, by Parity of Reaſon, our 


Sacrifices muſt demand as much Time, and as ſtrict 


a Regard to the Solemnities of them, that ſo 
they may prove acceptable to God, as theirs 


What farther remains to be conſidered under 
this Head, is the Authority by which we inſiſt 
upon an Obſervance of the Lord's Day, in the 


room of the Jewiſh Sabbath. 
Having already ſhew'd, that the Goſpel Co- 


venant hath neither abrogated the Moral or Po- 
 fitive Part of this Precept, I hope it will be a 
ſatisſactory Anſwer to this Enquiry to ſay, that 
the Alteration which has been been made of the 
Day, ought to be obſerved by us, becauſe (beſides 
the Reaſons before-mention'd) we find it to have 

been the conſtant Practice of the Apoftles them- 
ſelves, and the uninterrupted Uſe of the Primi- 
tive Church in the firſt and pureſt Ages of it; 

and that in a Matter where there is no Poſitive 
Command, their Practice muſt be the beſt Stan- 


LE — 


Jon. xii. 1 + 1 Cor. vi. 20, || 1 Pete. ii. 9, 


dard 


10, compared with Exod. Xix. 9. 
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dard for our Imitation; becauſe we muſt neceſſa- 


rily ſappoſe them, both from the Intimacy they 


had with our Saviour himſelf, and from the ex- 
traordinary Aſſiſtance of his koly.. Spirit, with 


which they were ſo plentiſully endued, to be beſt. 


acquainted with his Will and Pleaſure in theſe 


Caſes, and the beſt Guides and Counſellors to us 


alſo; and that they obſerved this Day with the 
ſame Striftneſs, but with more real Piety ard 
Devotion than the Jews did their Sabbath, tho 
not with the ſame trifling Circumſtances, is evi- 


dent to any one who has the leaſt Acquaintange 
with the Hiſtory of thoſe Ages; for to begin with 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, which S. Luke has left us, 
we there 1ead, * that upon this Day the Apoſtles 


were all met together with one Accord in one Place; 


and that the Temple was the Place in which they 
met; and that the Action was the praiſing and 


bleſſing God, appears from the laſt Verſe of his 


Goſpel, where he tells us, they were continually in 
| the Temple, praiſing and bleſſing God, and t waiting 

for the Promiſe of the Father, even the Holy Ghoſt, 
which || on that Day fell upon them. So that as 
the Patriarchal Sabbath was at firſt ſanctified in 
Memory of the Creation of the World, and as 
the Jewiſh Sabbath was inſtituted upon Account of 
their Egyptian Deliverance ; this Day, on which 
our Saviour roſe from the Dead, was made again 
{ memorable to the Chriſtian Church by the Deſcent 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; and what Wonder can it be, 
if this ſhould confirm them in their Religious Ob- 
ſervation of it, and make them hope for the re- 
ceiving either their particular or common Ble 
ſings which they then ſo unanimouſly deſired? 


ac 
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And how early did this Obſervation ſpread itſelf 
thro' the whole Body and the moſt difant Mem- 
bers of the Chriſtian Church? For when S. Paul 


came to Troas, we read, that wpun the firſt Day 
of the Week, when the Diſciples were come together to 
break Bread, that is, to receive the Sacrament, 
S. Paul preached unto them: And again, S. Paul 
commands the Corinthians thus; f Upon the firſt 
Day of the Week, let every one lay by him in ſtore as 
God hath proſpered him, that there be no need of Ga. 
therings when I come. And what Reaſon can there 
be, why he ſhould give Orders to the Churches of 

| Galatia and Corinth to make Collections for the 
Saints, that is, for the ſuffering Chriſtians. in Ju- 
daa upon this particular Day, but becauſe their 


Religious Aſſemblies were held upon it? And 


that their having then been Partakers of the Sa - 
crament, might be a Motive to them to be more 
large in their Charity to others; which Motive 
he directly makes uſe of to the Romans upon the 
ſame Account; || for, ſays he, if the Gentiles have 
been made Partakers of their Spiritual Things, that 
is, by receiving the Goſpel and the Means of 
Salvation from Judaa, their Duty is alſo to admi- 
niſter to them in Carnal Things. I hope it may be 
ſufficient to have proved thus much from the 
Authority of Scripture: And then as to the 
Continuance of this Practice in the Primitive 
Church, it would be endleſs to extract all the 
Paſſages for it out of the earlieſt Writers; ſo 
that I ſhall content myſelf (that I may not be 
tedious or troubleſome with Quotations) to give 
a ſingle Paſſage out of one of them of undoubted 
Authority and Veracity, I mean Juſtin Martyr, 
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| who flouriſh'd in the Year 140 ; and I have the 
rather choſe him, becauſe, that as he was a Diſ- 
ciple of the Apoſtles, his Authority may be of the 
greater Weight; and he in his Second Apolo- 
gy for the Chriſtians, ſhews at large how they 
obſerved this Day. og 


* On the Sunday there is an Aſſembly of all 
that live either in the City or the Country, 
' and the Writings of the Apoſtles, or of the 
Prophets, are read as the Time permits; af- 
ter that he who reads has done, the Preſident 
makes a Sermon, by which he inſtructs and ex- 
horts the People to the Practice of thoſe good 
Things; then we all ſtand up together and 
go to Prayers; and, as, I ſaid N au Pray- 
ers being over, the Bread, and the Wine, and 


the Water, is brought forth, and the Preſi- 


dent, according to the utmoſt of his Abilities, 
offers up both Prayers and Thankſgivings, and 
the People teſtify their Approbation by ſay- 
ing the Amen Then there is a Diſtribution 
and Reception of the Euchariſt to every 
one prefent, and to thoſe that are abſent 
ir is ſent by the Deacons: They that are 


rich, and willing, offer their Alms, according 


as they are diſpoſed, and what is collected, is 
left with the Preſident, and he relieves the 
' Orphans, and Widows, and the Sick, and 
thoſe under any other Calamity, and the 


Captives, and Strangers; in ſhort, he is the 


Perſon appointed ro take Care of all in 
Neceſſity : But we all meet thus together 
on the Sunday, becauſe it is the Firſt Day on 
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* which God, having divided the Darkneſs 
from the Matter, made the World; and 
* Jeſus Chriſt, our Saviour, on the ſelf-ſame 
Day roſe from the Dead; for on the Day 
© before Saturday, they crucified him, and on 
© the Day after Saturday, that is Sunday, he 
appeared to his Apoſtles, and Diſciples, and 
* taught them thoſe Things which we have 
offered to.your Conſiderations : If therefore, 
© they ſeem to you to be agreeable to Reaſon 
* and Truth, eſteem them“ Cc. And now 
whoever reads this Account, and conſiders with 
what Piety and Devotion the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians commemorated this Day, and ſhall withall 
give himſelf ſo much Uneaſineſs as to compare 
it with the Modern Manner of celebrating it, 
he would hardly perſuade himſelf, that they 
and we were of the Same Houſhold of Faith; or 
that the Benefits, purchaſed by our Saviour, were 
do reach down to the preſent Age, or even that 
the God, in whoſe Hand our Breath is, and whoſe 
are all cur Ways, was, now a-days, to be glori- 
fied by us : Whereas the Chriſtians of the Firſt | 
Three Centuries ſeem to have had ſuch a juſt 
Senſe of their Obligations to hallow this Day, 
and to have known ſo well how to do it, that they 
wanted neither the Coercion of the Civil Powers, 
nor the Inſtruction of the Eccleſiaſtical, to compel 
or teach them what to do: So long indeed as it 
| pleaſed God to continue his Church under tie 
Fyrannv of Heathen Emperors, it was not to be 
expected that they ſhould meddle with this Mat- 
ter, at leſt not ſor any good: But as ſoon as Con- 
Fuantine was placed upon the Throne, and had 
embraced the Chriſtian Faith, and thereby be- 
came the Ng F.uher of it, Semen tells us, 
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he gave the Civil Sanction to the Obſervation of 
this Day; and as“ Euſebius more particularly in 
his Life ſhews ns, he commanded all Perſons in 5 
the Empire to keep that Day (which he calls 290. | 
zvplay danJa;, Y mpurnv ] xupiantyſe, N rf 
Holy, and to be at Liberty to attend the Offices 
and Prayers of the Church, according to the re- 
ceived Cuſtom and Manner of it; and fo lively 
a Senſe had he of the Solemnity it deſerves, that 
he f obliged all the Gentile Soldiers, who had not 
received the Chriſtian Faith, to obſerve it allo : 
And || he has left us the very Form of Prayer 
which he enjoined them to uſe for that Purpole. 
And as to Eccleſiaſtical Authority, I am miſtaken 
if it received any formal Eſtabliſhment by that, 
till much about the ſame Time that it received 
the Civil Sanction, I mean, till the Council at 
a Laodicea ; for tho' there are ſome Þ former Ca- 


Ib. iv, C. 13. + Ibid. Cap. 10. || Ibid. 
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bas from thence given Leave to all Husband nen to work apon the 
Lord's Day, Balſamon goes 4 Step further, and ſays, that ab 
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52 The Inſtitution and 
nons that relate to it, yet they ſeem intended 
rather to abate or depretiate the Obſervance of 


the Jewiſh, than to eftabliſh the Chriſtian Sab- 
bath: Nay, in ſnort, both the laying aſide the one, 


and the uſing the other inſtead of it, ſeems at laſt 


to be founded more upon Apoſtolical Tradition, 


Practice or Cuſtom, grounded upon ſome ver- 
bal Command of our Saviour, (for this may rea- 


ſonably be thought to have been one of thoſe 
Things which he ſpoke of to his Diſciples pertaining 
to the Kingdom of God) than upon the Authority 
or Decree of any Council whatever. f 


VII. I proceed now to the laſt thing, which 1 


to conſider what Actions are lawful or unlawful 


to be done upon this Day. 


— 


placet. vacent tanquam Chriſtiani. But Mr. Johnſon gives 
2 much more probable Interpretation of it; that is, if they were 
not Slaves to Heathen Maſters, and ſo compell:d by them to work. 


Vade mecum, Part II. p. 112. 
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Et de die Dominica irquit Athanaſius, Priſcis homini. 
bus in ſummo pretio Sabbatum fuir, quam quidem ſolen- 
nitatem Dominus in Diem Dominicam tranftulit. Cen- 
tur iat. Magdeb. Cent. iv. Cap. vi. De Ritibus & Ceremeniis. 


Obſervation of the Sabbath. mm 


To this J anſwer, that all Works of Mercy 
and Charity to others, all Actions of abſolute 
Neceſſity for our own Welfare and Preſervation, 
all Actions wherein the Glory of God is con- 
cern'd, or can any ways be promoted, I take to 
be not only lawful, but very commendable alſo : 
But whilſt we allow Works of abſolute Neceſſity 
for our own Welfare and Preſervation to be 
done upon it, every one ought to be conſcien- 
tiouſly cautious, whether that Neceſſity be real, 
or only fancied or pretended by them; for tho 
Men may often delude the World with ſuch Pre- 

| tences, yet they can neyer deceive their God, 
who will at the laſt Day judge all Men for the 

Thoughts of their Hearts, and the Intentions of 
their Actions, as well as for the Actions them- 
ſelves: And then by Parity of Reaſon it will 
follow, that whatever Action is no ways beneft- 
cial to our Neighbour, of no abſolute Neceſſity 
for our own Welfare and Preſervation, even be- 
yond what our Carnal Deſires or Worldly Intereſt 
may crave from us, or tends not to the Glory and 
Service of God, is a Prophanation of it; and con- 
ſequently, by being a Slight and a Contempt done 
to the Honour and Service of the Day, and ſo con- 
trary to the Dictates of Natural Reaſon, and the 

0 Divine Revelation, it is unlawſul in it- 


The World perhaps may be too great ene 
ger to the obſerying this Day in the Method I 
have deſcribed, and think that much leſs than 
this will ſerve their Turn; and that the Liber- 

ties they take of doing their own Buſineſs, or 
finding out their own Pleaſures, are eaſily re- 
concilable with the Duties of it. Some may 
fancy, that when they have joined in the publick 
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The Inſtitution and 
Prayers of the Church, they have no farther 
Tie upon them, but may y_ the reſt of the 
Day as they pleaſe themſelves; but I caynot 


agree to this Opinion for ſeveral Reaſons : 


Firſt, Becauſe this Way of keeping this Day ſa- 
cred, does not exceed the Practice of the * Hea- 


thens upon their Feſtivals, nor even that of the 


Idolatrous Jews, which is expreſly condemned by 


the f Apoſtle; The People ſat down to eat and to 
drink, and roſe up to play; and by our Saviour allo, 

_ when he aſſures us, that unleſs our Righteouſneſs 

| ſhall exceed theirs, we muſt not expect to enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, Re #3 


Secondly, Becauſe the ſame Reaſon and Authori- 
ty which makes one Part of this Day ſacred, makes 
the Whole of it ſo; and ſurely we are much too 
partial to ourſelves, if we can have the Confidence 
to expect, that the few Hours which we ſpend in 
the Publick Service of the Church, ſhoukd be ta- 


ken Notice of by God to our Advantage; and 


that the many Hours of it which we afterwards 
conſume as vainly as we pleaſe, ſnould have no 


Account taken of them, nor be brought in Ba- 


lance againſt us: For tho' the Publick Service of 
the Church is a very material and indiſpenſable 


Branch of our Duty, yet it is far from being all 


: is. * 
** 
— 


Quando vota bæc à Romanis perſolverentur, faciebant 


publice altaria erigi, ignes accendi, ſacrificia fieri, cho- 


reas duci, feſta celehrari per plateas ingenti luxu, publice 
ſeſe exhilarantes in publicum dedecus, exiſtimantes pieta- 
tem & religionem, quod potius impietas nuncupati de- 
beret. propter licentian, quam hahebant mala per ficiendi. 


Du Cboul. veligio veterum Mmand wum, p. 230. 
4 Cor. X. 7» 5 g R N | K 8 
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Obſervation of the Sabbath. 55 
Duties proper for the Solemnity and Sacredneſs 
of it: We there indeed meet to ſhew ourſelves 
Fellow-Members of the ſame Society, and of 
the ſame Houſhold of Faith ; and the Prayers and 
Thankſgivings which we there offer up, are for 
Favours or Mercies beſtowed upon us, or wanted 
by us as ſuch, and are therefore agreeably con- 
trived in ſuch general and comprehenſive Terms: 
But then have Men no private or particular 
Wants, which by Prayer and Supplication are to be 
made known unto God ? Or have they received no 
particular or private Benefits or Mercies from 
him, which they ought to thank him for? If they, 
have, what Time can be more proper for them to 
enlarge their Devotions on ſuch Subjects? Or if 
| they have not, yer have they no Children, no Fa- 
milies, no Servants, or Dependents about them, 
who ſtand in need of being inſtructed in the Prin- 


ciples of Religion? If they they have, when - 


| can they better do it, than upon the vacant Hours 
of this Day? Or if they have not, yet ſure I 
am, they have themſelves to improve, by Reading 
and Meditation; they have the Intereſt and Wel- 
fare of their own Souls to promote, and their 
Accounts to ſettle with God, to whom the beſt of 
us all are but as Stewards for his manifold Gifts. 
Who then can pretend that they know not how to 
| ſpend the Whole of this Day agreeably to the 
ſacred Nature of it, without running to their 
{ Worldly Profit or Vanity? For theſe are all of 
them Duties incumbent upon us, and ſuch as ne- 
_ cellarily require the Circumſtances of Time for 
the Performance of them ; and I ſhould be ter- 
Tibly afraid, that they who wilfully neglect to do 
them upon theſe Days, inſtituted tor ſuch Reli- 
eious Purpoſes, would hardly perſuade themſelves 
do appoint or fer apart any other Time for tte 
5 | VC Perfor- 


56 The Inſtitution and 
Performance of them, not altho' the Apoſtle ex- 
preſly aſſures them, in plain Words, that to hin 
that knoweth to do Good, and doth it not, to him it 
1s Sin. VVV 


But I cannot alſo ſubſcribe to this Opinion, 
| becauſe that, „ ME 


Tphirdly, Our Saviour ſeems to me to have de- 
clared his Judgment to the contrary, f when he 
lays it down as an utter Impoſſibility for a Man 
to ſerve two Maſters ; for either he will hate the one, 

and love the other, or elſe he will hold to the one, and 
deſpiſe the other; ye cannot ſerve God and Mammon. 
There are but two Maſters whom we can ſerve; 
and every Action we do, will, from its own Na- 


ture, or from its Circumſtances, promote the In- 


„ 8 — 9 * : wo - , — — — l 
- - * . — * — "Ie * 4 _ " 5 * C2 * 1 — 
1 — . : — — wm * , ws — JCI * 9 3 , _—_— N 2 „ — 
Pe - 8 — . _— e 2 — — v2 E F 1 „ K 3 2 — K — * — . rs rn : — — = — "I * bo * . i 
- RG i fas 2.3 7 . 2 — "_ DIY J ef 4 ©: —2 — en of ” _ \ * 4 p —_ - * — . 6 GON K * . — 382 — _— — a — ona — — => 
& 8 WS» 6 ' © Bas «4: "oo OR -J * — a * 8 TRE TER ö * 1 * 5 „ 4 ** * a 7 4 — 
& 7 W os 2 . —— tins Toes +1 15 0 2 OE ITY: 8 0 y — 0 a — — 4 * _ — 
» : 7 N 2 : Y ps, — wy n > ————ů wen gw * 7 
— — . 5 4 T 7 — — y a N 5 2 L « - * 
r 5 2 7 N * * 5 f . "x : Y \ 3 * 8 " : 1 — +, 
Py 72 * 2 44. # A * by * > , 1 , A \ „ ” rr * . — « _- ev . $96... — N 25. 5 ——— „ L * * R 2 2 . « — 2 3 
. _ 5 . . ; > , - 1 a e ES. 9 . 9 — : A 9 


a s v alt * 3 
FEE: — IC 
wa WW, 4 3: . STOR Same * I 
DTS, WE ED BEANS 3 


a 3 I 2 
— — —— N . „ 


„ 


R 
* r 
— 8 2 = 


F Re ee . ans Apts apo - * 
8 2 2 2 
— * 


tereſt and Service of one of theſe; and a feu 
plain Queſtions will help us eaſily to determine 
which Service it is that we are engaged in: For 
can we be ſaid to love God with all our Heart, with 
all our Mind, and with all our Soul; nay, muſt we 
not be cenſured to hate, or at leaſt to deſpiſe 
him, whilſt we make ſo ſlight of his Ordinances 
and Service, (which require the Whole of our 
Affections, and will admit of no Partner or Ri- 
val in them) chat our Ploughs, our Yokes of Oxen, or the 
marrying a Me, ſhall cauſe us to neglect or to be 
_ remiſs in our Duty to him? Muſt we nor, I ſay, 

be thought to cleave much faſter to the God of 
this World, than to him, if upon this Day, as 
well as upon the reft, we ſhun his Service, put 
off our Religious Duties, and make them give 
place to any Temporal Concerns? And we may 


_—_. 8 


#* Fames iv. 17. I Matt. vi. 24. 


as 


8 


Obſervation of the Sabbath. 57 
as well ſuppoſe that a Fountain ſhall ſend forth at 
the ſame Place fweet Water and bitter, as that any 
Actions, which in their own Nature are ſo di- 
rectly oppoſite and contrary to the Spiritual Ser- 
vice of God, can be faid to be equally lawful 
on this Day, or to hallow and ſanctify it, as we 


are commanded : No, theſe, like the jarring 
Notes of an ill-tuned Inſtrument, will ſpoil the 


Order and Harmony of the beſt Muſical Compo- 
ſition ; and the Prayers of our Church teach us 
otherwiſe; and direct us to beg of God, that al! 
our Works may not only be begun, but continued 
and ended in him, that ſo we may glorify his holy 
Name. S. James alſo thought this Liberty of 


dividing ourſelves between the Service of God 


and of the World, to be ſo plainly impoſſible, as 


not to admit of a Diſpute, when he puts this 
Queſtion, * Know ye not, that the Friendſhip of this 
Wirld is Enmity with God? Whoſoever therefore will 

be a Fiiend of the World, is the Enemy of God. And 

what more plain or evident Teſtimony than this 
can we poſſibly give of the ſecret Love and Friend- 


ſhip we have for the World, and for the Pomps 


and Vanities of it? If therefore I ſhould agree 


to this Opinion, and reckon it lawful to divide 


this Day between my Duty to God, and any In- 
terek, Humour, of Pleafure of my own, I muſt 
have Reaſon to fear, I ſhould fall under the Sen- 
| tence pronounced by the Prophet, f Curſed be he 


that doth the Work of the Lord deceitſully or negli- 


gently; and that I ſhould be reckond in the 
Number of thofe who, in S Pauls Judgment, 
It are Avers of Pleaſure more than Levers of 

| God; and that I had only a Firm of Godlineſs, _ 


ä 


* Cap iv. 5. : + Fer. xlviii. 10. 2 2 Ta. ii. 4, 57 
N withord 


— 


58 I )be Inſtitution and 
| without the Life and Power of it: And muſt I not be 


Hl ® gfhamed to appear before him at his coming, ſince 1 
_ can have no Hope or Confidence of any Reward 


due from God to me for my Service to him, 
whilſt I am conſcious to myſelf that I have made 
|: his Service the leaſt Part of my Care and Con- 
= SORT RS Et or Er Ei 


=. PFourthly, I know not in what Senſe we can be 
= | ſaid to obſerve this (or many other of the) Apo- 
4 N ſtolical In junctions, and f to mortify our inordinate 
1 Afections, and evil Concupiſcence, which are upon the 
Eeͤarth, whilſt we ſubſtract none of their Fuel, 
ik but freely gratify them, equally at all times, with 
1 all the Familiarity and Intercourſe they require 
with their beloved Objects: Whereas || © the 
* whole Art and Skill of a Chriſtian conſiſts in 
Fo © theſe two Points; firſt, in examining and find- 
0 | ing out the Strength and Sway of his Affections 


_© to Things Temporal ; ſecondly, in abating or 
_ © weakning their Strength, or in weaning his Soul 
from ſuch Deſires : And the due Obſervation 
© of theſe Rules is more eſpecially required at 
* thoſe Times which are ſet apart by God's Law, 
1 as the Sabbath is, or at thoſe Times which are 
1 by the Church conſecrated for Religious Me- 
=. ** ditations and Performances, as the Time of 
Len.“ And if fo, let every one, who refuſes 
to comply with them, ask himſelf in our Saviour's 
Language, how are they worthy of him? What 
Badge have we to ſhew that we are his true and 
fincere Diſciples, if we refuſe to abandon the 
Things of this World, and to deny ourſelyes the 
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Obſervation of the Sabbath. 59 
Pleaſures of Sin even for ſo ſhort a Seaſon ? Or 


to what Purpoſe do we beg of God in that moſt 
incomparable Prayer, Not to lead us into Tempta- 
tions, if we afterwards take no Care of ourſelves 
either to conquer or to avoid them? In ſhort, 
could I think it poſſible for Chriſtians ever to 


bring themſelves to act in ſuch Contradigion to 
the fundamental Principles of their Reſon, 1 


muſt think alſo, that their Reaſon was firſt blind- 


L, ed and lull'd aſleep by the Liberties and Repaſts 


they indulge themſelves in; and by not conſider- 
ing, that tho Chriſtianity is a State of Liberty, 
yet not of Licentiouſneſs ; that it has its Laus; 
and that all Men muſt at laſt be judged by that 


Rule and Word of Truth, which they now tranſ- 
| HO Pete, © AE 


hut that we may farther diſcover what Actions 
are lawful or not upon this Day, let us conſider, 


that the Circumſtances which attend our Actions 


| very frequently alter the Nature of them, o 
far as to make ſome of them excuſable, tho' ex! 
preſly prohibited by God; and at other times 
E ul and abominable, which are 
& otherwiſe in themſelves laudable and beneficial 
for us. I ſhall give an Inſtance to each of theſe: 
What can be more expreſly prohibited us, than 
$ Murder is by the Sixth Commandment, Thou 
ſhalt do no Murder? Now Murder, conſidered 
in itſelf, is the depriving a Man of his Life, 
cover which, as Private Perſons and Fellow-Crea- 


to render thoſe fin 


tures, we can have no Power; but if a Perſon 


N aſſaults me, and I can no ways ſecure my own ; 
Life, but by the taking away of his, both the 
Laus of God and Man will acquit me from the 


Sin and Guilt of Murder. And ſo on the other 
hand, it is not only a Jawful, but our bounden 
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1 The Inſtitution and 


Duty to pray to God ; but our very Prayers may, 
from the Circumſtances that attend them, (toa 
many now to be inſtanced in) be turned into 
Sin : So alſo the Receiving the Sacrament is the 
higheſt A& of our Religipus Worſhip ; and yer, 
if we believe S. Paul, * we may eat and drink that 


to our own Damnation, by not diſcerning the Lord's 
Body, that is, by not making a Difference, or 
ſnewing no Diſtinction between that and our com- 
mon Meals, which is ſo very agreeable to the 
Caſe before us, that I need not draw the Pa- 


rallel. It is far therefore from being impoſſible 


but that our Chriſtian Sacrifices may, from their 
+ Circumſtances, be rejected by God, with the 
fame juſt Scorn and Indignation that the Jewiſh 


ones were of old; || Mio hath required this at your 


Hands, to tread my Courts? Bring no more vain Ob- 
laticns, Incenſe is an Abomination to me, the New G 
| Moons, aud Sabbatis ; the calling Aſſembliss ] cannot 
away with, it is Iuiquity even the julema Meetings. 
Beſides, have we no Rule left us, by which we 
may judge and determine concerning our Actions 
in this Caſe ? I think S. Paul has given us a ve- 


ry good one in theſe Words; J WYhatſcever ye do, 


do all to the Glory of God. Now the leaſt he can 


mean by this is, that all our Actions muſt fo 
ſhine before Men, F © that they may ſee that 


the Honour of God, and the Advancement of 
* the Intereſt of his Kingdom, are dearer to 
** us, than any Gratifications of our Carnal Ap- 
petites, or any Temporal Concerns can be.” 


(c 


But after all, if any one ſhoula oblige me to de- 


liver my private judgment impartially in this 


* 1 Cor. xi. 29. O N 73 na2t%y E749 ph ac 

Ae Vie. 5 Zonar. Canon. Anoft. 66. Cl 1/ aiab j. 12, 
13. JI Cox. x. 21. Q Whitbyia locum. 
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Obſervation of the Sabbath. 61 
Caſe, I muſt really ſay, that I don't think it is 
the Want of a Rule, or of any Light or Di- 
rection in this Matter, that makes Men fo of- 


ten miſtake in it, but that it is the fond Pur- 
ſuit they are engaged in after Vanity; that it 


js the corrupt Inclination and Itch they have af- 


ter ſuch Actions, which makes them not think 


the Reaſon and Commands by which they are 
forbidden, ſo ſtrong and binding upon them, as 
really they are; for if Men had in themſelves 


1 any common Indifferency towards the- doing or 


not doing ſuch things; then, if the Reaſon for 
their being unlawful on this Day was but barely 


? probable, yet what Wiſe Man would not chooſe 


the ſafeſt Side, and not only lay aſide all Super- 
fluity of Naughtineſs, but carefully f avoid af 
Appearance of Evil ; becauſe this is an Exerciſe 


becoming our Holy Profeſſion, and a Care which 


we owe not only to the Honour of our Religion, 


but (if we will take S. Baſis || Opinion) even 
to the Dignity of our Nature. Since therefore 


ALL 


we may often err on the one hand, but never 
can on the other; ſince the moſt exalted Devo- 
tioniſts can have no Reaſon to fear, that they 
can ever love, honour or worthip God too much; 
we may ſafely conclude, that he who keeps this 
Day moſt ſtrictly, certainly keeps it beſt, 
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62 The Inſtitution and 
Some perhaps may have a Notion, that all in- 
different Actions, that is, all ſuch as are not ex- 
preſly or particularly prohibited by the Word of 
God, are lawful to be done upon this Day: To 
this I anſwer, that all Things or Actions indiffer- 


ent in their own Nature, and where the Law of 


God has made no Proviſion concerning them, 
are the proper Subject of Human Laws; and 
that whatever the proper Legiſlative Power 

ſhall, in ſuch Caſes, ena& to be done, is then 
and thereby altered and made neceſſary as to Us; 


ſoo that tho there be no binding Power, or that no 
Obligation ariſes from the Nature of the Things 


themſelves, yet there is a ſufficient binding Power 
in the Authority that enjoins them; and which 
alters their Property ſo far, that we are no lon- 
ger at Liberty to look upon them as indifferent; 
I mean, that when once ſuch things are enjoin'd 
or prohibited by a lawful Authority, we are no 
longer at Liberty to do, or not to do them as we 


pleaſe: Suppoſing therefore the Manner how, 


or the Actions with which we are to fanctify or 
celebrate the Lord's Day, were otherwiſe indif- 


ferent in themſelves ; yet ſince we are command- | 


ed by our Superiors, both in Church and State, 
not to do any ſuch things as have no Regard to 
the Honour of the Day, and eur Duty to God; 
I believe every Perſon, who knows that he muſt 
pay Obedience to their Commands, upon the 
Principle of Conſcieuce as well as Wrath, would 
| ſoon determine, that all ſuch Actions as made 
him diſobedient to their Commands, were upon 
that (if I had inſiſted upon no other) Account, 
actually unlawful to him. And this is ſtill ſtron- 
ger in the Caſe before us, than perhaps it may be 
thought to be in ſome others; becauſe 8 
e 1 they 
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they have enjoin'd in this Reſpe&, are ſo conſo- 
nant and agreeable to the Natural Reaſon and 
Conſciences of Mankind; and ſurely any Actions 
wilfully perſiſted in, contrary to their Commands, 
as well as our own Reaſon, muſt be highly ag- 
gravated, and * become exceeding finful. And how 
careful have our Governors been to inſtru& the 
Ignorant, and compel the Negligent to a proper 
Obſervance of this Day? By the Canons of our 
Church, (made 1603) it is ordered, f * that all 
Manner of Perſons within the Church of Ex- 
land ſhall, from henceforth, celebrate and keep 
the Lord's Day, commonly called Sunday, and 
* all Holy-Days, according to God's Holy Will 
and Pleaſure, and the Orders of the Church 
of England preſcribed in that Behalf ; that is, 
in hearing the Word of God read and taught, 
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cc 
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pr. Jackſon partienlarly ſhews, that cur Diſobedience to 
Human Laws, in this or ibe like Caſes, relating io the Service 
and Glory of God, may be bigbly aggravated ; becauſe ſach Laws 


. bind Men, not only Ex voluntate Leg ſlatoris, ſed ex utili- 


tate & ratione legis. —— Bus the Paragraphs are too long to 
be inſerted, and too expreſſive 10 be abridg d. Vol. 3. Lib. xii. 
| Cap. iv. §. 9. 10, 11, 12. . ; oe” 955 | - I 
I This Canon bas a remarkable Preface to it as it ſtands in 
Ed. VI. InjunFions, Anno 1547. Viz. Like as the People be 


commonly occupied on the Wor k- Day, with bodily Labour for their 


bodily Suſtenance ; ſo was the Holy Day, at the firſt Beginning, 
_ podly inftituted and ordained, that the People ſhould that Day 
e ive theraſelves wholly to God. And whereas, in our time, God © 
is more offended than pleaſed, more diſhonour d than konour'd upon 
_ the Holy Day, becauſe of Idleneſs, Pride, Drunkenneſs, Quarrel- 
ling and Brawling, which are moſt uſed in ſuch Days; People 
nevertheleſs perſuading themſetves jufſiciently io konour God on 
that Day, if they hear Maſs and Service, 1 they underſtand 
woubing to their Ediſying: Therefore, &c. Here tolluws the 
preſent Canon, Word for Word: Ard they it concludes 
with an Iidulgerce to work in the Time of Hat veſt, 
hie 1 is ſince taaca away by an AQ of Parliamet's 
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4 The Iuſtilution and 


In private and publiek Prayers; in acknou- 


A 


ledging their Offences to God, and Amend- 


ment of the fame; in reconciling themſelves 
> charitably to their Neighbours, where Diſ- 


pleaſure hath been; in oftentimes receiving 


© the Communion of the Body and Blood of 
© Chrift ; in viſiting the Sick; uſing all godly and 


M ſober Convettation.” And as to our Statute 


Law, there have been ſo many Acts of Parlia- 
ment exprelſly made upon this Account, that it 
would be Loſs of Time to take Notice of them 
all: But there is a Preamble to one of them, 


LE. "Fs X . . ll Fw Wh ” 2 3 * * 


* 9 1 


4 36, 6. Edv. VI. Cap. 3. For as much 46 21 all Times Men 
be not ſo mindful to laud and praije God; ſo ready 10 reſort and 


bear God's Holy Ward, and to come to the Holy Communion, and 


other laudable Rites, which re io be obſerved in every Chriſtian 
Congreg ation, as their bounden Duty doth require; therefore 10 


tall Men to Remembrante of their Duty, and to belp tbeir Infir- 
mity, it bath been wholfomely provided, that there ſhould be fone 
certain Times and Days appointed, wherein Chriſtians ſhould ceaſe 
from dll other Kinds of Labours, and ſhoutd apbly themſetves only 
and wholly unto the aforeſaid Holy Works properly pertaining unto 
true Religion; that is, to bear, to learn, and to remember Al. 
mighty God's great Benefits ; bis manifold Mercies; his ineſtima- 
bie gracious Goodneſs, ſo plemifully poured upon all his Creatures; 
and that of bis infinite and unſpeakable Goodnejs without any Man's 
Deſert; and in Remembrance bereof, io render unto him moſt big b 
ud bearty Thanks, with Prayers and Supplications for the Relief of 
4̃ our daily Neceſſities : And becauſe the /e be the chiof and prin. 


cipal Works wherein Man is commanded to wirſhip Gd, and dv 


Properly pertain unto the firſt Table; therefore as theſe are moſt 
commonly, and alſo may well be called God's Service, ſo tht Iimes 
auopointed ſpecially for the ſame, are called Holy Days; nov for 


rhe Matter or Nature either of the Time or Day; nor for au of 


the Oainzs Sate, whoſe Memories are bad on thoſe Days, (/ 
fo all Days or Times cor ſider d are God's Cre-tures, and of dite 
Hoimeſs) but for the Nature and Condition of theſe Holy Mrs, 
we en it g God is to be honoured, and the Congregation 10 
vc cd ſied, wer emu ſuch Iimes and Days are Sanifi:d ant 
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which I heartily wiſh was oftner read and con- 
| ſider d by us, becauſe it is ſuch an undeniable 


Teſtimony of the true Spirit of Piety, which was 
in the Reformers, and evidently ſneus what Sort 
of Actions they thought were only proper and 


jau ful upon it: It ſets forth, that the great Neg» 
ligence of Men in this reſpect had made it ne- 


ceſſary to call them to Remembrance of their 


Duty, and to provide that there ſhould be ſome 
certain Times and Days appointed, wherein 


Chriſtians ſnould ceaſe from all other kinds of 
Labours, and apply themſelves only and wholly to 
the aforeſaid Holy Works, properly pertaining 
to true Religion, Tc. And leſt any ſhould think 
that what is only the Preamble to a Law, has not 
the Force of a Law, I ſhall obſerve further, thac 


this is taken into the Body of the Act made in 5 


29 Car. II. Cap. 7. where it is Enacted, That 


all Laws in Force, concerning the Obſervation 
Jof the Lord's Day, ſhall be carefully put in 
Execution; and that all and every Perſon or 


© Perſons whatſoever ſhall, on the Lord's Day, 


£c 


apply themſelves to the Obſervation of the 
© ſame, by exerciling themſelves thereon in the 


1— ä — . * _ n 


Aualowed z. that is to ſay, ſeparated from al Prophane Uſ-s, 


and dedicated and a»pointed, not unto any Saint or Cre ture, but 
only unto God and bis true Worſhip: Neither is it to be thought, 
bat there is any certain or definite Number of Pais preſcribed = 


| in Holy Seriſture, but that tbe Appointment both of the Time, 
nl alſo of the Number of Dayi, is left by th: Authority of God's 


Word, to the Liberty of Cbriſt's Church, to be determined and 
ned erderiy in every Country, by the Diretion of the Rulers 
and Miniſters thereof, as they ſhall julge moſt exdediem 10 the ſet. 


ling forth of God's Glory, and the Edification of their People. Be 


it therefore Engfted, —— That all the Days hereafter mentioned 
ſoa be kept, and commanded to be ke't Holy Days, and none 
01ber ; thas is 10 jay, al Sundays in the Tear, &c. 
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Wo. Duties of Piety and true Religion, both pub- 
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The Inſtitution and 


* lickly and privately; and that no Tradeſman, 
* Artificer, Workman, or Labourer, or any 
Perſon whatſoever, 


K 


44 


cc 


any Part thereof.” If Men indeed will make 
the Penalty of the Law the only Rule and Stand- 
ard, whereby they will judge of its Nature or 


Force, or of determining their Obligations to it, 
I mutt the leſs wonder that theſe Laws are 90 
better obſerved among us, for the Penalty an- 
nex'd to the Preach of them? is much too ſmal, 
or no ways proportionable to the Greatneſs or 


Sacredneſs of the Duties enjoin'd by them. But 


who is there among us that knows not, that the 
Virtue or Obligation of a Law arifes not from 
the Pena! Sanction, but from the Lawful Power 
| and proper Authority of the Enactors „ 


e therefore che Laws, both a” God at 
Man, have allow'd us to purſue our worldly Con- 
cerns and innocent Pleaſures without any Inte 


ruption, for Six Pays ſucceſſively; ; What re: 


ſonable Man won't think this a time fully "TY 
cient for theſe Things? Sure I am, his preſcn! 


Majeſty is of this Opinion, and thinks them I 
enough; and J hope I may, without any Offence, 
offer his Judgment in this Point, and efteem it to 
be concluſive too: And if we look into his Pro- 


clamation againſt Prophaneneſs and Immoral- 


ty ſo often publickly read among us, we tha! 


tiere find, that he fie prokibits all Lis lu. 


ei. * 7; pecblick Or pri: ale 


77 


ſhall do or exerciſe any 
© worldly Labour, Buſineſs, or Work, of their. 
ordinary Callings, upon the Lord's Day or 


IX 
Ee 490 
pf EE: 


* - Subjects, of what Degree or Quality ſoever, from 

playing on the Lord's Day, at Dice, Cards, or ay 
other Game whatſoever, E | 
Houſes, or any other Pace or Places whatſoever : A 
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O) ern vation of the Sabbath. 67 
in ſhort, from / diſſulute, immoral, aud diſorderly 


Practices, as being a Prophanation of it, and as be- 
ing lo ly diſpleafing to God, ſo great a Reproach 
t 0ur Religion and his Government, and as having 
fo fatal a Tendency to the Corruption of many of his 
lovias Sabjeftc, othe, wiſe religiouſly aud vertuouſly 
diſp1ſed, and which, if not timely remedied, may 
* zruſtly draw down the Divine Vengeance on him aud his 
: Kingdoms, There ſurely are Reatons to weighty 
and powerful, and urged upon us by ſo ſacred an 
0 Authority, that I am at a Loſs to imagine what 
| Excuſe ſuch Perſons can make for themſelves, 
| who ſcorn to comply with them: And if l may, 
S with the utmoſt Submiſſion, be allow'd to er 
uhom I take to be meant by thoſe Perfons, who, 
being otherwiſe vertuoully and religiouſly dif. 
poſed, may be corrupted by ſuch Practices; I 
don't think it intends ſuch Perſons only, who 
may be juſtly ſcandalized or offended ac ſuch 
Actions, (and who, becauſe they ſhew ſome Zeal 
ro God and his Service ; and an Obedience to the. 


hs 
* 
1 
ba 
3 


fully called Weak Brethren, or Men of nice Con- 
; ſciences) but rather thoſe, whoſe Office and Ser- 
Juice obliges them to attend their Maſters during 

Ss the Proſecution of their Pleaſures; and who 
BB from ſach frequent Examples, may be farally 
= KF hardned, and lead to the Practice of them. 
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= From the Whole of — 294, have fad: [ 1 
„ thels Concluſions will neceſſarily follow: That the 
o Dedicating ſome conſiderable Portion of our Time 
- | to the Service of God, is Part of the Law of 
Nature; and that a Seventh Part of our Time 
aould be eſteemed as generally ſuffcient for ir, 
z Has been revealed from the Beginning : Thar the 
an I | | | K 2 5 8 | D. reve 


Commafds of their Superiors, are often diſdain- 
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Divine Appointment of Saturday to be the Jewiſh 
Sabbath, was particular to that Nation: That 


the Alteration of the Day from the Laſt to the 
Firſt Day of the Week, has not infringed or 


cancelled the Natural Law, but was done upon 


ſubſtantial Grounds and Reaſons, and by a ſuffi- 


cient Authority: And, That the Day thus changed 


has the Warrant and Cuſtom of the Ancient 


Church, and the higheſt Authority in this King- 
dom to give it Countenance, and to direct us 


what we may laufully do upon it: But left J 


| ſhould be thought to have ſet this Duty too high, 
or to have been too ſtrict or ſevere in my Notions 


upon it; let but any one read what is ſaid upon 
this Subject in that moſt excellent Book, (in 
which the irreligious and cenſorious Part of the 


World has hitherto been as little able to find 


one Fault, as the inquiſitive Part of it has been 
to diſcover the true Author, I mean) The Mole 


Duty of Man, Sunday II. F. 17, 18. and I queſtion 
not but it will be to their Satisfaction. I know 


no Form of Words I can conclude this Subject 


. with better, than that appointed by our Church; 
Lord, have Mercy upon us, aud incline our Hearts io 
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„„  - „ 
II/ HEN I firſt began to write upon this 
Subject, I did propoſe to myſelf to have 
added a few Conſiderations upon another Branch 
of Natural and Family Religion, which, tho 
according to my beſt Obſervation, Your Lordſhip 
juſtly countenances ; yet I fear daily loſes Ground 
amongſt us, I mean, that of uſing a Grace be- 
{ore and after our Meals; a Subject, which will 
admitt of a great deal to be ſaid in its Defence, 
both from the Dictates of Natural Reaſon, and 
the Principles of Revealed Religion : And tho' 
this may now-a-days ſeem to be a very triffing 
Circumſtance to ſome Unthinking and Inconſide- 
rate Perſons, yet formerly one of ouf greateſt 
Prelates did nor think it beneath his Character 
to draw his Pen in its behalf, with ſuch a ſerious | 
Concern and Freedom of Expreſſion, that pro- 
bably they would have been thought rude and 
indecent, if they had fell from any one of leſs 
Authority and Efteem: And tho' he treats of 
it in a ſhort and conciſe Method, yet the Argu- 
ments he has produced, would, if opened and 
enlarged with a proper Force, riſe to a conſi- 
derable Height, and prove it to be an undeni- 
able Branch of our Duty both as Men and 
Chriſtians; and ſurely, whatſoever is ſuch, is 
worthy our Notice and Efteem : But as I have 
already been too tedious perhaps on the other 
og eo oa dd 
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Subject, I ſhall at preſent drop this Deſign, +: 4 
only beg Leave to ſet down this Duty in 11; 
very Words he uſes, and from whence we gut 
conclude, that it ought not to receive that Cod. 


Type Inſlitution and 


neſs and Contempt, which it too often (Ing. 


ſay generally) meets with. 


e And, whim I muſt by no means omit, . 
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cauſe it is in many Families already gone, 


in others going out of Faſhion; | mean a 60 
lemn Acknowledgment of the Providence «/ 
Gad, by cb his Bleſſing at our MU, 
upod his good Creatures provided for 04: 
Uſe, and by returning Tharks to him for tl. 
Benefit and Refreſhment of them: This being 
a Piece of Natural Religion ouned and practi- 
ſed in all Ages, and in moſt Places of te 


* World; but never ſo ſnamefully and ſcanda- 
* louſly neglected, and I fear by many lighted and 
e deſpiſed, as it is amongſt us at this Day; u 
A moſt neglected where there is greateſt Reato: 


Wo 


for the doing of it, I mean, at the moſt pler- 


tiful Tables, and among thoſe of higheſt Q 


lity : As if Great Perſons were aſhamed, or 


thought Scorn to own from whence thc!: 
cc | 


Bleſſings come; like the Nation of the Jeu 
of whom God complains in the Prophet, He. 
8. She knew not that I gave her Corn, and Ni 
and Oil, and multiplied her Silver and Gold - Si: 
knew not, that is, ſhe would nor acknowledge 


from whoſe Bounty all theſe Bleſſings came: Or, 


as if the Poor were obliged to thank God tor 
a little; but thoſe who are fed to the full, and 
whoſe Cups ever flow, ſo that they are almo!! 
every day ſurfeited of Plenty, were not at 
leaſt equally bound to make Returns of than. 
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ful Acknowledgments to the Great Giver of all 


good Things, and to implore his Bounty and 
Bleſibg, upon whom the Eyes of all do wait, 


that he may give them their Meat it ? aue Seaſos. 


lity among us, when ſo Natural and ſo Rea- 


ſonable a Piece of Religion, ſo meet and equal 
an Acknowledgment of the conſtant and daily 


Care and Providence of Almighty God to- 


wards us, begins to grow out of Date and Uſe, 
in a Nation profeſſing Religion, and the Be- 


«Oh! crouked ao perve) ſe G 2 jew} Do you 
thus reaſon ? Do ye this require the Lord, fool- 
lith and unuiſe? This is a very ſad and Broad 
Sign of the Prevalency of Atheiſm and Iufide- 


lief of the Being and Providence of God. Is 


it not a Righteons thing with God to take a- 
way his Bleſſings from us, when we deny Him 
* this juſt and eaſy T ribute of Praiſe and 

Thankſgiving? Shall nit God viſit for this hor- 
" Tible Ingratitude And ſhall not his Soul be aven- 


ged on ſuch a Nation as this? Hear, O Heavens, 


God's Miniſters, in a matter wherein the Ho- 


nour of God is fo nearly concerned, to Re- 
prove, even in the Higheſt and Greateſt of 
the Sons of Men, ſo ſhameful and heinous a 
Fault, with a proportionable Vehemence and 
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and be ye horribly aſtoniſhed at this, J hope it 
cannot be thought misbecoming the . of 
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